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Abstract

This thesis attempts to identify the participation of citizens in developing their city and
specifically the area of Hymettus, Athens. Thertgarticipation is used to describe the
constant actions of residents on issues regarding their city and their daily living. Using
approaches such as selfganization, solidarity, participation in local councils, cultural action
and private initiative weexamined manners and practices that could enhance the
participation of residents and whether or not, these approaches are the only means of
participation.

|l @ YShiGdzaQa aLISOAFEf OKINIYOGSNARAGAOA &dzOK
the operation & PYRKAL factory within the boundaries of the municipality, are the main
reasons of selecting the particular area as a case study, considering that these characteristics
have contributed to the establishment of structured social relationships and coitézgiv
The examined area is explored within the microscale of neighbourhood and-satial
influences of the structured space throughout history.

The study focuses on field research and questions raised during this research. The first part
presents thespecial characteristics of the area under examination, the research questions as
well as the purpose of this thesis, which led us to the preparation of hypotheses. In second
part the concept of participation for this thesis, the types of participationoamtered on
Hymettus, the institutional framework regarding participatory process as well as successful
examples of participation in Greece and abroad are analysed.

Furthermore, the area under consideration is presented and the low buildings examined as a
sociaspatial configurational factor of the area and how this urban standard was addressed
by the residents. Finally, it is examined through examples of actions in the area, operational
programs of the municipality, technical reports and studies conduicteéde area, in

combination with field research and experiential observation if Hymettus is indeed a special
case regarding its participatory consciousness. In this chapter, the prospects, the problems
and the actions are analysed with regards to the fagiof PYRKAL.

Key words: participation, low buildings, PYRKAL, cultural actionsygaifisation, solidarity.
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