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Abstract

The aim of the paper is to investigate the existing problems, needs and limitations in
the education of thé®omaks of Xanthi. The causes that led, for decades, to the
educational isolation of the study area, focusing on the-éstaplished political and
socioeconomic conditions, are being presented here.

As a basic philosophy and base knowledge fomtle¢hodological framework of this
thesiswas taken into account the methodology of Integrated Development, on which
appropriate adjustments and assumptions were made, due to the specificity of the
study area. In addion, semistructured indepth interviewng was used as a
supplementaryool in order to further investigathe research questions.

The paper highlights issues such as the significant decrease of incomplete school
education, student empowerment, mother tongue language, minority education
challenges, lack of environmental education. Moreover, it is investigated whether and
to what extent the actions that took place have raised the observed constraints,
towards an education, not only as learning and training but also as culture, which is
the fundanental condition of integrated development planning for mountainous and
isolated areas, such as the study area.
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