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ABSTRACT

Over the past decade deep learning has achieved considerable breakthroughs, however
training any model in a supervised manner requires very expensive and time consuming
labeling and big models with a large number of parameters. Self supervised learning tries
to remedy this problem by training the model on a pretext task without labels and just does
the evaluation on the task at hand. Knowledge distillation tries to transfer knowledge from
a big to a smaller model

Metric learning tries to create an embedding space where similar objects are pulled to-
gether and dissimilar objects are repulsed. Supervised metric learning methods are con-
stantly pushing forward the State of the Art, however its unsupervised counterpart does
not get the same attention. That happens, despite the fact that labels have a very impor-
tant limitation when used as the indicator of similarity. An embedding space which relies
on labels cannot sufficiently capture intraclass dissimilarity and interclass affinity.

In this thesis we explore the potential of using methods which have been developed for
self supervised learning and knowledge distillation in order to solve metric learning tasks.
Using these methods we propose a new framework for metric learning and achieve State
of the Art Recall@1 values in the CUB200-2011 dataset.

More specifically we reproduce the paper which achieves State of the Art Recall@1 in
supervised metric learning [1]. This framework uses a pretrained backbone transformer’s
attention blocks adding a fully connected layer as a head. The backbones are pretrained
using the methodologies from Vit [2], Dino [3] and Deit [4]. The final fully connected layer
projects the outputs to a hyperbolic instead of the euclidean vector space. Apart from
the reproduction of experiments we also train the framework using pretraining with the
methodology from Ibot [5]. We display Recall@1 77.8% from Ibot compared to 77.3%
Dino.

Next we tried to use the Ibot for metric learning purposes by just evaluating the features
extracted from the Ibot model on a metric learning setting. The model collapsed in all 12
different setups despite our extensive experimentations in order to stabilize it.

The main contribution of this thesis is the creation of an unsupervised framework for met-
ric learning. This framework utilizes self distillation inspired by Dino having two instances
of the same network trained simultaneously. The first one updates its parameters via
backpropagation and the second one updates towards the direction of the first using ex-
ponential moving average. Our framework also uses relaxed contrastive loss which allows
the creation of a metric embedding space.

Another important detail regarding the methodology is that the head features are projected
to a hyperbolic embedding space instead of the classic euclidean. The pretraining of our
model is done using Ibot pretrained model instead of some model trained in a supervised
method. This framework achieves State of the Art Recall@1 values of 70.5% in CUB200-
2011 dataset but displays its instability underperforming by 20% in CARS196 and 6% SOP
datasets respectively compared to State of the Art methods.

In conlusion our method displays the large potential of using methods derived from self
supervised learning in metric learning. It also reaffirms the effectiveness and limitations
of using transformers in metric learning.
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NEPIAHWH

Ta TeAeuTaia xpovia n Babid pabnon €xel TTPAYUOTOTTOINCEI TTOAU GNUAVTIK TTPO0d0 a-
vayvwpifovTag €IKOVEG KOAUTEPO ATTO TOV AVOPWTTO, TTPAYUATOTTOIVTOG AUTOPOTEG PETO-
PPACEIG, KAl ATTOOEIKVUOVTAG TIG DUVATOTNTEG TNG O€ WIa OEIpd aTTO AAAEG epyacieg. MNapd
TIG ONUAVTIKEG AUTEG £CEAICEIC TNV BABIA HABNON, N EKTTAIOEUOT TWV JOVTEAWY TTAPAUEVEI
MIa €CAIPETIKA UTTOAOYIOTIKA akpIPBr} d1adikaoia n oTroia atraITei TEPAOTIO OET OEQONEVWV.
Méxpl TNV TEAEUTAIO TTEVTOETIO O KUPIOG OYKOG TWV HOVTEAWV EKTTAIDEUOTAV WE ETTIBAE-
TTOMEVO TPOTTO PE TO MOVTEAO va OEXETAI Eva OET OEOOUEVWVY OTO OTTOIO TO KABe deiypa
OuUVOOEUOTAV ATTO HIA ETIKETA 1 OTTOIA TO TTEPIEYPAPE.

O1rwg eival katavonTé n diadikagia TnNgG Xelpokivntng dnuIoupyiag TETOIWV ETIKETWV €ival
eCAIPETIKA akpIBr} kal xpovoPBopa. ETITTAEov dev emMTPETTEI TNV XPHON TNG TTAEIOWNQiag
TOU OYKOU Twv OedopéVwY TToU CUAAEYovTal OUEPA KABWGS €va TTOAU PIKPO UTTOGUVOAO
TOUG £XEI KATNYOPIOTTOINOE PE ETIKETEG. AKOUA pia aTTO TIG TTIO ONUAVTIKEG EKPAVOEIG TNG
gUQUIag ival n IKavoTNTa yevikeuong o€ véa dedopéva ue BAon dN UTTAPXOUCA YVWOTIK
utrodoun. OTav éva PovTéEAO eKTTAIOEUETAI E VO OUYKEKPIMEVO OET OeOONEVWV JE Eva
OUYKEKPIUEVO OTOXO Kal agloAoyeital 0To idlo OeT OeDdOUEVWY Kal TOV idl0 OTOXO QUTA N
IKavOTNTA TIBETAI UTTO Aipeo.

2TNV TTPOCTIABEIO AVTIMETWITTIONG OAWV AUTWYV TWV TTPORANUATWY Ta TEAEUTAIO Xpovia €-
XEI €100X0¢ei N auToeTIRBAETTOMEVN HABNON N OoTToIa dEV XPNOIMOTIOIE TIG TTPOAVAPEPOEITEG
ETIKETEG KATA TNV EKTTAIOEUOT TOU POVTEAOU. 110 CUYKEKPIYEVA TA JOVTEAQ EKTTAIDEUOVTAI
ME K&TTOI0 TTPOOXNMATIKA epyacia (pretext task) n otoia TTpokUTITEl ATTO Ta idIa T HedO-
MEVa Kal agloAoyouvTal cuvABwS wg TTPOG TNV IKAVATNTA TOUG VA TTPAYUATOTTOINCOUV [id
atro TIG KAAOOIKEG £pyaoieg TNG BaABIGG padBnong OTTwG n Tagivounaon, n onuacioAoyIKnA
KATATUNON KAl N aviXVeEuon AVTIKEINEVWV.

2.€ EPYOOIEC AQUTOUATNG avVAYVWPIONG KEIMEVOU N QUTOETTIBAETTOMEVN HABNON £XEI HdN aTTo-
O€igel TIg duvaTOTNTEG UE ONUOCIEUPEVES pyaaieg OTTwG To BERT [6] va avraywvifovTal Kai
VO UTTEPVIKOUV ETTIBAETTONEVEG EBODOUG. Z€ OTI aPopd TNV OPACT UTTOAOYIOTWY Ta TTPAY-
Mata gival onuavTikd ouvBeToTEPA KABWGS N YUOT TOU OAPATOGS (EIKOVEG) €ival CUVEXNG EVW
oTnNV avayvwplion KeIPévou (TTPOTACEIG) gival dIAKPITH TTPAYUA TTOU AUEAVEI TV TTOAUTTAO-
KOTNTA. OI TTPOOXNUATIKEG EPYATieg 0TV OpaAcn UTTOAOYIOTWY TTAICOUV TTOAU CNPAVTIKO
POAO, KaI JTTOPEI Va gival N avayvwplion TwV OTPOPWYV PIAG EIKOVAG, N TTIAUCH €VOG TTACA
aTTO TUAMATA TNG €IKOVAG ] AKOUA KAl N avaTTapaywyn KPUPPEVWY TUNPATWY TNG EIKOVAG
pE Bdon Ta uttdpxovTa TUAUOTA TNG.

H BaBiad Mabnon MeTpikAg cival To Bacikd TTpoBAnua 10 oTroio Ba TTpooTrabricouue va
ETMAUOCOUNE PE TEXVIKEG DAVEIOPEVES ATTO TNV auTOETTIBAETTOMEVN BaBid MdBnon. O oko-
TTOG TNG HABNONG METPIKNAG €ival N dOUNON VOGS dlavuouaTIKoU XWPOU OTOV OTTOIo Ta GuoIa
avTIKEipEVa EAKOVTal Kal Ta avopola attwBouvTal. Auth n diadikacia EAEnG-amwbnong ek-
@pAadleTal atmod yia YETPIKA N oTToia gival o€ B€on va au&dvel TNV amméoTacn YHETAEU OUOoIWV
KAl VO PEIWVEI TNV aTTO0TACN METAEU AVOUOIWY AVTIKEIMEVWV.

‘Evag 1repIopiopdg oTnV TTapadooiokh Hop®r udbnong PETPIKNAG gival OTI TO PETPO TNG
OMOIOTNTAG 1] AVOPOIOTNTAG METALU TWV AVTIKEIMEVWY Eival O1 ETIKETEG OTIG OTTOIEG AVAPEP-
Onkape. AuTdg OPWG 0 OPICUOG TNG OMOIOTNTAG Eival OTEVOG Kal BEV ETTITPETTEI VA OTTO-
TUTTWOOUV CWOTA N OPOIOTNTA PETAEU TWV AVTIKEINEVWY OIOPOPETIKWY KAACEWVY Kal N O-
vopoIOTNTA PETAEU avTIKEINEVWY TNG id1ag kKAdong. lMNvetal Aoimmdv EekaBapn n avaykn yia



AvATITUEN PN ETTIBAETTOPEVWY HEBOOWV NABNONG PETPIKAG

Mia akoua €vvola TTou £TTaIgE onPAvTIKO POAO 0€ auTh TV JITTAWMATIKA €ival N atrdéoTagn
yvwong. AmooTtagn yvwong ovouddetal n d1adikaoia Pe TV oTToia éva PIKPoU ueyEBoug
MOVTENO ETTIXEIPET VA PIPNOET TIG TTIBAVOTIKES KATAVOUEG TTOU TTPOKUTITOUV OTTO £va PEYAAU-
TEPOU PeEYEBOUGC povTéAo. To TTPWTO POVTEANO ovouddeTal pabnTrg Kal To deUTePO dAOKA-
Aog. OuoIaoTIKA TTPOKEITAI YIA JETAPOPA YVWONG ATTO TO JEYAAO OTO PIKPOTEPO DIKTUO UE
TNV BorBeia Tng pipnong. H péBodog autr) Baacifstal otnv 10€a OTI TA VEUPWVIKA diKTUA
€XOuV TIG idIEG pabnolakég duvaTdTNTEG aveCapTATWG pEyEBoug. H duokoAia ektraideuong
EVOG WIKPOU OIKTUOU O€ OXEoN WE €va PNEYAAUTEPO OQEIAETAI OTNV €UAICONTIA TOU PIKPOU
OIKTUOU O€ OTI agopd TNV TTapaueTpoTtroinon [7]. Autr) n SITTAWUATIKN ETTIKEVTPWONKE Ku-
PiWg oTNV aUTOATTOCTALN YVWONG TTOU €ival hia TTapaAAayr TG aTTéoTALNG TNV OTTOIA N
METAPOPA YVWONG YiveTal EVTOG TOU idIou SIKTUOU.

210X0G AUTNG TNG DITTAWUATIKNAG €ival 0 CUVOUAOUOG I0EWV TNG AUTOETTIBAETTOMEVNG NABN-
ong Kal TG atréoTagng yvwaong yia tTnv déunon piag pebodoAoyiag pabnong PETPIKAG TO
OTTOi0 VO dOouEl TOV PETPIKO DIAVUCHATIKO XWEO WE TNV eAdxIoTn duvaTth emiAsyn. TNV
OuVEXEID Ba TTapouaIaaToUV TTEPIANTITIKA TO ONPAVTIKOTEPA OTOIXEIO AUTHG TNG JEBodOAO-
yiag.

Ta TpwTA TTEIPAPATA TTOU TTAPOUCIAZOVTal APOPOUV TNV AVATTAPAYWYI) TWV ATTOTEAEOUA-
TWV TOU paper e TIG TTI0 UPNAEG akpiBeleg oTnV TTIBAETTOMEVN HAOBNON UETPIKAG. To paper
auTd BaoileTal o€ TTPOEKTTAIDEUPEVES APXITEKTOVIKEG transformer avTi Twv KAACOIKWY Ou-
VENIKTIKWYV OIKTUWV TTOU XPNOIYOTTOIOUV Ta TTEPICCOTEPA papers Tou avTikeiyévou. Or ap-
XITEKTOVIKEG TTOU XpnoidoTrolouvTal gival To vit [2] kai To deit [4]. Ta TRV apxiTekTovikn Vit
XPNOIMOTTOINBNKE £va UOVTEAO EKTTAIOEUMEVO PE ETTIBAETTOMEVO [2] KAl €va PE UN ETTIBAE-
TTOMEVO TPOTTO [3].

To HOVTEAO QUTO ETTAVEKTTAIOEUETAI OTO CET OEDOPEVWIV TTOU UAG EVOIAPEPEI KOl AKOAOUBWG
MIa oTpWwon atrd TTANPWS ouvOEdEPEVOUG VEUPWVES TTPOBAAAOUV TNV £€000 Tou transformer
o€ €vav €UKAEIdEI0 BIaVUOMATIKO Xwpo. AKOAOUBWGS Kal Ye TNV Borbeia Twv apxwy Tng
TTPOROAIKAG YEWMETPIOG auTég o1 €€odol eTavatTpofdAlovTal o€ éva utTEPPBOAIKO diavu-
oPaTIKG XWPOo 0 oTToiog JovTeAoTTolEiTal pE Tnv BonBeia TnG o@aipag Poincare. Ek1ég atmo
TNV avaTTapaywyr Twv TTEIPAPATWY TOU paper TTPayUaTOTIOINBNKE KAl EKTTAIOEUCT) ME XPN-
on Tou Vit ekTTaideupévou Pe TNV auToeTIRAETTOMEVN HEBOSO Ibot [5]. H Ty TG avakAnong
(Recall@1) BeAtiwveral katd 0.5% o€ oxéon pe Tnv Xprion tou Dino emituyxdvovrag Tnv
MEYIOTN avAKANGCN TTouU €XEl ETTITEUXOEI TNV TIBAETTOMEVN HABNON PETPIKAG PJE XPAON HO-
VTEAOU EKTTAIOEUMEVOU UE [N ETTIBAETTOUEVO TPOTTO.

2TNV OUVEXEID ETTIXEIPAONKE N Xprion Tou TTAaigiou Tou Ibot yia 0KoTToug udbnong YETPIKAG.
O TpOTTOG PE TOV OTTOIO TTPAYMOTOTTOINONKE AUTO €ival PIE TNV XPON TTPOEKTTAIOEUNEVWV
oT1o Imagenet [8] povTéAwv Tou Ibot Ta otroia emavekTreudevovtal oto CUB200-2011 [?].
2TNV OUVEXEID Ta XapaKTnEIoTIKG TTou eEAyovTal atro Ta blocks Tou transformer agloAoyou-
VTAl WG TTPOG TNV avAKANon Toug oto o€t Tou CUB200-2011. Ta atmmoteAéouata autig NG
OEIPAG TTEIPANATWY TAV ATTOYONTEUTIKA UE TNV EKTTAIOEUOT) VA KATAPEEI O KABE TTEPITITW-
on Kal aveEapTATWG TWV UTTEPTTOPANETPWYV OI OTTOIEG XPNOIMoTToINBNKav. KatéoTtn AoIrov
&ekdbapo OTI atraITeiTal pia €I0IKA oUVAPTNON KOOTOUG 1 OTToIa va WOEi TO OeT dedoPEvVV
va eKTTAIOEUTEN va avayvwpilel TNV OPOoIOTATA ] AVOUOIOTNTA PETALU TWV OEOOUEVWIV.

Ev téAel amopacioTnke va dounbei éva TTAaiolo To o1roio BacioTnke oTnv autoaTréoTadn
yvwong Ottwg auTr Trapoucialetal oto Dino [3]. Zuykekpipyéva 2 dikTua idIag apXITEKTOVI-
KNG Kal idlag apXIKOTToinong TTapauETpwy eKTTaIdEUOVTAl TAUTOXPOVA (OXAHMA OACKAAOG-
pMaBnTAG). Ta dikTua atroteAouvTal atmd Ta blocks Tou transformer kal pia otpwon ato
TTARPWG OUVOEDEUEVOUG VEUPWVEG TTOU TTPOPRAAOUV TA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TTOU JAG EVOIOQE-



pouv o€ évav dIaVUCUATIKO XWPOo YE TNV dIAcTATIKOTNTA TToU £TTIOUPOUUE. O1 TTapAPETPOI
TOU PaBnTA BeATioToTTOIOUVTOI hE TNV BonBeia Twv gradients TTou uttoAoyifovTtal Pe TNV
otrioBia diadoon evw Tou daokAdAou uttoAoyifovTal Pe TNV PorBeia evog EKBETIKOU KIVOU-
pevou péoou. OuolaoTIKA O eKBETIKOG KIVOUUEVOG PMECOG €ival YIa YPAPUIKA ouvdpTnon
N oTroia CuvoEEl TIG TTAPAPETPOUS TOU HaABNTr YE QUTEC TOU BAOKAAOU UE TOV KUPIO OU-
VTEAEOTN TNG va gival To momentum. To momentum peTaBAAAeTal Katd TNV dIAPKEIA TNG
ekTTaideUoNG EekivwvTag atrd Tnv Tiu 0.9998 kal kataAryovrag oTo 1.

Baoikd okéNog Tou TTapattdvw TTAaIciou €ival n cuvaptnon k6oToug. H ouvdptnon trou
eMAEXONKE gival pia popen TNG avTIBETIKNAG (contrastive) cuvaptnong k6aToug [9] n otToia
QAVTi YIQ TIG ETIKETEG WG PETPO OUOIOTNTAG XPNOIMOTIOIEI TNV OPOIOTNTA TTOU TTPOKUTITEI ATTO
TNV OUYKPION KATA Celyn METAEU TWV £6O00WV TwV 2 dIKTUWV. H ouvdpTtnon k6oToug ava-
TITUXONKE apXIKA WG ouvapTNOoN KOOTOUG IO JABNON PETPIKAG WE aTTOoTASN YVWOoNG aAAG
edWw XPNOIYOTTOINONKE cav ouvApTnon KOOTOUG YIa HAbnon PETPIKNAG PME AUTOATTOOTAEN
yvwaong.

Ta TeAeuTaia onuavTika oToixeia TG ueBodoAoyiag apopolv TO HOVTEANO TTOU XPNOIKOTTOI-
NONKeE yia TTPoeKTTai®EUON Kal TOV dIAVUCUATIKO XWPO OTOV OTToio TTpodAAovTal Ta dia-
vioparta. € 0TI a@opd TNV TTPOEKTTAIOEUCT) QUTH ATTOPACIOTNKE VA YiVeEl HE Eva JOVTEAO
TTpoekTTaIdOEUMEVO O0TO Imagenet ye Tnv autoeTTIBAeTTOMEVN nEBODBO Tou Ibot. H TTpoekTTai-
deuon aTTOPACIOTNKE VA Yivel he AUTOETTIBAETTOMEVN HEBODO KABWG dev €xEl TTPAYHATO-
TToINB¢i £101 Eavd oTnv BIBAIoypagia Kail ixe evOla@Epov va PeAETNOET av Ba eTTnpeaoTEi
N CUPTTEPIPOPA TOU POVTEAOU aTTd TNV TTpoekTTaideuan. O dlavuouaTiKOg XWPOoG OTOV O-
TT0i0 TTPOR&AAOVTAI O1I ££0D0I TOU DIKTUOU Eival O EUKAEIDEIOG O€ KATTOIA TTEIPAUATA KAl O€
GAa o uttepBoAIkdG. H TTpoocéyyion Tou UTTEPBOAIKOU SIAVUCUATIKOU XWPEOU YIiVETAI YE
Mia ogaipa Poincare akpifwg OTTwg TTEPIYPAPNKE Kal oTnv pJeBodoloyia eTTIBAETTOMEVNG
MABnong Tmou avaAuBdnke TTapamdvw. Metd atmd ekTevr TTEIPAPATA OI TINEG TWV BACIKWYV
UTTEPTTAPAMETPWY TTOU UI0BeThBNKav gival Momentum 0.9998, Lr 0.00003, Weight Decay
0.00001 ka1 batch size 120.

‘Eyive éva TTARB0G TTEIpapdTwy TTAVW OTO TTAQICIO Adnong PETPIKAG TTou doprdnke. H
TTPWTN CEIPA TTEIPANATWY APOPOUCE TO KATA TTOCO WPEAEi N Xpron UTTEPBOAIKOU EvavTi
TOU KAQOOIKOU EUKAEIBEIOU XWpou. ATTO Ta TTEIPAUATA QAVNKE OTI €iTE ETTPETTOVTAG EiTE
OxI 0€ OAEG TIG OTPWOEIG TOU BIKTUOU va eTTavekTTaideutouv oto CUB200-2011 n TiyA g
avakAnong au&avetal katd 0.6% pe TTPOROAR Twv dIAVUCUATWY OTOV UTTEPBOAIKO XWPO
oe oxéon Pe TNV TTPOROAAR oTov gukAgidelo. KaradeikvuovTtal £T01 T 0QEAN TNG XPNONG
uTTEPBOAIKOU O€ OXEON ME TOV EUKAEIDEIO DIAVUOUATIKO XWPO. Z€ OTI APOPA TNV TIPA TNG
KAUTTUAGTNTAG TOU XWPOU EYIVAV TEOOEPQ DIAPOPETIKA TTEIPAUATA KUPIO CUPTTEPACHA TWV
OTTOiWV ATAV OTI £XovTag wg Paon Tnv KautuAdétnTa 0.1, yeiwon g o€ 0.01 divel TiuA
avakAnong katd 0.3% uwnAdTePN evwy augénon Tng KAPTTUAGTNTAG TTEpav TnG TiuAg 0.1
odnyei 0€ ONUAVTIKA XAPNNAOGTEPES TINEG avAKANONG.

2TNV OUVEXEID avaAUBNKE N CUVEICPOPA TTOU £XOUV Ol TEXVIKEG £TTAUENONG TWV OEOOE-
VwV. Zg 0TI apopd TNV €TAUENON Twv OEOOPEVWV UTTAPXOUV APKETEG TEXVIKEG TTOU XPN-
OIMOTTOINONKAV EVW O€ TTOAAEG TTEPITITWOEIG WG £I0000G OTO PHOVTENO GONKaV TTAvVwW ATTo
MIa ekdoxn TNG eTTauénuévng eikovag. H p€yiotn Tipn TNG avdkAnong TTou ETTITEUXONKE OTO
CUB200-2011 Atav 71% 1ipn n otroia atroteAei Kal pekdp yia pebodoAoyia pn eTIRBAETTO-
MEVNG NABNONG PETPIKNG, EETTEPVWVTAG TO TTPONYOUUEVO pekOP KATA 3%. Na Ta eTTOuEvVa
TTEIPAPOTA TTOU TTPAYUATOTTOINONKAV TTPOTIMABONKE O CUVOUAOUOG ETTAULACEWY UE TOV O-
TT0i0 €TTETEUOXN TIUA avAakAnong 70.5% e1Te1dr) kpiBnke OTI N YIKPA augnon oTnv avakAnon
oev dIKaloAoyoUo€ TNV ONUAVTIKA augnon o€ UTTOAOYIOTIKO KOOTOG.

EKTOG 11 TTEIPAPATIONOG PE DIGPOPETIKES ETTAUENTEIG TIPAYUATOTTOINONKE KAl O€IpA aTTO



TTEIPANOTA JE CUVOUAO MO TNG AVTIBETIKAG OUVAPTNONG KOOTOUG UE TRV OUVAPTNON KOOTOUG
TTou Xpnoiyotroindnke oto Dino. Ta amoteAéopata pe dAoug Toug ouvduaopous ATav
KATWTEPA Kal £TOI N XPrON CUVOUOCUOU CUVAPTAOEWY KOOTOUG EYKATAAEIPONKE.

Ta TeAeuTaia ATTOTEAEOUATA TTOU TTAPOUCIACTNKAV a@opoucayv TNV oUYKPIoN TWV ATTOTEAE-
OMATWY YOG JE TA OTTOTEAECUATA TWV papers TTou aQopouV TNV Jn TTIRBAETTOPEVN HABNon
METPIKAG. OTTw¢ avapEpbnke n peBodoAoyia pag treTuxaivel State of the Art avakAnoeig
oto CUB200-2011. Qotooo otav n pebodoAoyia dokipgaletal o€ AANa Ot dedopévwy 6-
TTwg T0 CARS196 kai To SOP T1a atroteAéopata dev gival avtioToixa. Mo ouykekpipéva
oto CARS196 n diagopd oTig avakARoeig eival 20% xaunAoTepeg o€ oxéon ue 1o State of
the Art paper [10]. Z¢ 611 apopd 10 oeT dedopévwv SOP n diagopd ue 1o State of the Art
paper gival 6% KaTtd Tou dikoU pag. Agicel va ava@epBei 0TI auTA n TAoN yia TTOAU UYnAEG
avakAnoelig oto CUB200-2011 pe xprion transformers kai cuykpiTikad xapnAég ota dataset
CARS196 ka1 SOP €xel TaparnpnBei 1dn o€ dnuooicupéveg epyaacieg [1], [11].

ATIO TNV epyacia auTr] atrodeixBnke OTI gival EQIKTOG 0 oUVOUAOHOG PEBOdWY udabnong
METPIKNG ME HEBOBOUG aUTOETTIBAETTOMEVNG MABNONG. [0 CuyKeKpIPEVO ATTOBEIXONKE N
BIwaIUOTATA XPAONG QVTIBETIKAG KN €TIRAETTOMEVNG OUVAPTNONG KOOTOUG 0€ OUVOUACHO
ME auToaTTéoTagN Yvwong. EmimmAéov diagaivetal 611 oto CUB200-2011 Ta atroTeEAEouaTA
gival avwTepa atrd Ta AVTIOTOIXA TTOU ETTITUYXAVOVTAl JE PEBODOUG TTOU £XOUV WG Ao
TIG WeuToETIKETEG-pseudolabels [12], [13]. Ev TéAel emBeBaiwdnke n duvapikr aAAd Kai ol
TTPOBANPATIKEG TNG XPNONG TNG OPXITEKTOVIKAG transformers oTnv udbnon PETPIKAG.

2TO TEAEUTAIO KEQPAAQIO QPIEPWVETAI O€ 2 TTEIPAUATA TTOU APOPOUV TNV QUTOETTIBAETTOME-
vn MABnon Kal TTpaypaTotroinénkav otnv apxr TNG SITTAWMATIKAS Kal agopouVv TOV GUV-
OUACNO PIaG KAAOOIKAG HEBODOU AUTOETTIBAETTOMEVNG HABNONG PE pIa HEBODO atTdéoTAENS
yvwong. ATToQacioTnKe Ta TTEIPAUATA VA UNV CUPTTEPIANPOOUV EVTOG TOU KUPIOU PEPOUG
TNG epyaciag aAAd oTo TTapdpTnpa. ETTiong oto mapdptnua epiAauBdvovTal Kal KATToIEG
OTITIKOTTOINOEIG TNG TTPOCOXNG Tou dIKTUOU TNG TTpoTabcicag peBodoloyiag.



OEMATIKH NMEPIOXH: Opaon YtroAoyiotwy, BaBid Mabnon

AEZEIX KAEIAIA: MeTtpikf Md0non, AutoemmBAemopevn Mdabnon, Atmdéotaén MNvwong,
Neupwvika AikTua
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Utilizing Self Supervised Methods in Unsupervised Metric Learning

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Motivation

The breakthroughs in Al systems over the last couple of years have been stunning. In a
time span of less than 10 years Al systems have been able to surpass humans in their
ability to identify objects [14], automatically translate sentences [15] and even analyze the
context of sentences [16]. Despite the huge leaps forward achieved by State of the Art Al
methods there are still important limitations regarding traditional deep learning methods.
Supervised learning requires a vast amount of predominantly manually labeled data to
properly operate. The labeling of these data can be very expensive, time consuming and
highly subjective. It also does not allow us to fully exploit the potential of big data. The
second problem that arises from trying to teach models using labeled data is that the Al
systems learn to solve these task specific problems but they can hardly generalize their
observation to other similar problems.

Over the past few years Al scientist have been trying to address the aforementioned issues
proposing a new learning system where the supervisory signal is extracted from the data
itself, without the need for expensive and time consuming labeling. Additionally the fact
that these models do not rely on labels in order to train means that when asked to perform
inference on labeled data they have to generalize their observations regarding data thus
solving the second problem. This family of methods is called self supervised learning and
it has achieved tremendous progress over the past few years rapidly closing the gap with
its supervised counterpart.

The second and equally important pillar this thesis stands on is metric learning. Metric
learning is all about the highly subjective concept of similarity. Its goal is to create a
vector space where similar data are grouped together and dissimilar data are kept apart.
However, the problem with traditional metric learning methods is that they utilize labels
during the creation of this space which significantly narrows the definitions of similarity
and dissimilarity to be label-driven.

Therefore, the need for unsupervised metric learning methods becomes apparent, and this
is our motivation in pursuing to propose a robust unsupervised metric learning framework
based on self supervised learning. Another motivation was the will to integrate this self
supervised metric learning framework with the very impactful idea of knowledge distillation.

1.2 Challenges

Next we will briefly mention some of the most important challenges which arise in our
metric learning framework:

1. There is no specific augmentation set for metric learning, which means that we have
to rely on techniques developed for other tasks and datasets. This probably does
not allow as to exploit the full potential of any metric learning framework.

2. Thereis no precedent to our knowledge of a self supervised method which is utilized
for unsupervised metric learning purposes.

3. Training deep learning models is a computationally expensive procedure.

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 17
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1.3

Contribution

Having outlined our fields of interest we will now highlight the main contribution of our
thesis.

1.4

. We propose the utilization of self distillation for metric learning purposes.

. We train our model with a model pretrained in self supervised fashion which is a very

rare case in metric learning.

. We propose the use of a batchwise loss with hyperbolic distances.

. We propose the use of an unsupervised metric loss along with self distillation. To

the best of our knowledge self distillation has only been used along classification
losses [3], [17], [18]

. We conduct extensive ablations in order to see which element contributes most to

our framework

Structure

In the next section we will analyze the structure of this thesis:

Chapter 1 makes a brief reference to the motivations behind this thesis, the chal-
lenges we met during the experiments, and the contribution of our thesis in self
supervised and metric learning.

Chapter 2 presents the most important papers which inspired this thesis. It also
briefly explains some ideas behind neural networks and the main concepts our paper
is based upon.

Chapter 3 presents in detail the methodologies used or developed during this thesis.

Chapter 4 presents the dataset used, the evaluation protocol and the experimental
setup of our experiments. It also presents the results of reproduced experiments
and the experiments we conducted to tune the frameworks. It includes extensive
ablations regarding key components such as data augmentation and hyperbolic em-
beddings. In conclusion, it includes extensive comparisons between ours and the
State of the Art methodologies in unsupervised metric learning.

Chapter 5 outlines the findings and future research directions of this thesis.

Chapter 6 includes 2 different sections. In the first some attention maps from our ar-
chitecture are presented and in the second one some experiments in self supervised
learning irrelevant to the rest of the thesis are presented.

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 18
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2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Relative Work

In this chapter the papers that are most essential for this thesis are documented and their
respective methodologies analyzed. The main volume of bibliography for this projects
consists of papers in the fields of Self-supervised learning and Metric learning.

Caron et al. [3] proposed a self supervised method which utilizes a variant of self distilla-
tion. This framework utilizes 2 identical networks the parameters of which are initialized
identically (teacher-student schema). More specifically every image in the dataset gets
augmented and cropped both locally and globally. All crops are used as inputs of the
student network while only global crops are used as input in the teacher network. Then
the networks are trained so that the one mimics the probability output of the other. The
datasets used in this paper are Imagenet for classification and Oxford and Paris image
retrieval purposes. The achieved accuracies in Imagenet utilizing a VIT-S architecture are
77,0% for linear classification and 74,5% for knn clustering.

Zhou et al. [5] proposed a self supervised method which studies masked image modeling
in a a self supervised framework. The basis of this method is self distillation similar to [3].
Specifically self distillation is performed on masked patch tokens and the teacher network
is taken as the online tokenizer along with self distillation on the patch token to get visual
semantics. Evaluation of the method was conducted on Imagenet, Flowers, Cifar 10 and
Cifar 100 for classification purposes COCO for object detection and ADE20K for image
segmentation purposes. Ibot achieves 82.3% for linear classification.

Kim et al. [9] proposed a novel unsupervised batchwise loss for knowledge distillation
in metric learning. This loss is based upon the contrastive loss but replaces the labels
utilized in contrastive loss as a metric of intraclass affinity and interclass dissimilarity with
the pairwise similarity between the 2 embeddings. These embeddings are the outputs
of teacher and student networks respectively. This method was evaluated on CARS196,
CUB200-2011 and SOP datasets and it achieves 72.1% on CUB200-2011, 89.6% on
CARS196 and 79.8% on SOP.

Ermolov et al. [1] proposed a straightforward method which combines transformers and hy-
perbolic geometry for metric learning purposes. They evaluate their method in CARS196,
CUB200-2011, SOP and inshop datasets. Their method achieves State of the Art recall
values in metric learning achieving 89.2% in CARS196, 85.6% in CUB200-2011 3 85.9%
in SOP and 92.5% in Inshop.

Gidaris et al. [19] proposed a novel pretext task for the training of self supervised models.
Every image in the dataset is rotated in 90,180, 270 degrees and these images along
with the non rotated one are the inputs of a cnn architecture that predicts these rotations.
The extracted features are then used as inputs of a linear classifier that classifies the
dataset. The datasets that were used are Cifar 10, ImageNet and Places-205. Apart from
classification this pretext task is also used for segmentation and object detection. The
achieved accuracies for Imagenet are 72,9% for classification, 54,4% for segmentation
and 50,0% for object detection.

Ishan Mishra and Laurens Van der Maaten [20] proposed a methodology that learns in-
variant features with data augmentation using jigsaw pretex task. The methodology is
based on contrastive learning, where an image and its transformed counterpart are used

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 19
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as inputs of 2 networks with the networks been encouraged to recognize the pair of im-
ages as a positive one despite the transformation (augmentation invariant learning). The
initial and augmented data are compared with the help of a NCE (Noise Contrastive Es-
timator) [21]. Additionally, a memory bank is introduced which allows the replacement of
negative samples with an exponential moving average of previous samples.The dataset
used is Pascal VOC, with the achieved accuracies ranging from 33,7% up to 68,6%.

Carl Doersch and Andrew Zisserman [22] experimented with multiple combinations of
pretext tasks in order to train models that were afterwards used for classification, object
detection and depth detection. The four pretect task which were combined are jigsaw [23],
colorization [24], exemplar [25] and motion segmentation [26]:

* A naive based method where an independent classifier is used for every pretext task

* A method where a single head receives a linear combination of feature vectors that
are weighted based on a sparse matrix.

The datasets used are Imagenet, Pascal VOC and NYU V2. The achieved accuracies
vary from 36,21% up to 66,82% for Imagenet classification task.

Zhang etal. [27] proposed a mutual learning strategy akin to knowledge distillation where a
cohort of neural networks collaboratively teach each other. In this case the models share
the loss function which is the sum of a cross entropy loss and a Kullback Leibler loss that
connects the various networks. The datasets used are CIFAR 100 and Market1501 and
the accuracies vary from 20,12% up to 95,90%.

2.2 Knowledge Background

In this chapter the fundamental methodological elements are analyzed:

2.2.1 Feedforward Neural Networks

Deep Feeedforward Neural networks are mathematical models that approximate a func-
tion f by defining a mapping y = f(x,0) and learn the value 6 that achieves the best function
approximation. The basic unit of a neural network is a neuron. The neuron takes as input
a vector x and computes an output z that is a linear combination of that vector:

Zp = Wy, * Ty, + bpy.

where w is a weight vector and b is the bias term. A non-linear transformation is usually
applied to the output, which is called activation function. The activation function is used in
order to allow the network to learn a non-linear mapping of the input to output. The most
widely used activation functions are ReLU, tanh and sigmoid function.

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 20
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Sigmoid
1.0
1
g(:) - 1+e
o -10 -5
=0.
-10 S 9 5 10 0
(a) (b)
RelLU LeakyRelLU(a=0.2)
101 10
5 z,z20
z,z>0 LeakyReLU(z) = { .
ReLU(z] = az,otherwise
0, otherwise 5. _M : =
-5
-10 = % 5 10 -10

Figure 1: The most important activation functions.

All neurons of a neural network are grouped into layers with every neuron applying a linear
transformation to the output from the neurons of the previous layer. All neural networks
are a chain of functions applied to an input. Every layer of a neural network apart from the
first and the last layer is known as a hidden layer. Every neuron of one layer of the network
is connected to all other neurons of the neighbouring layers (dense connections). The first
layer is called input layer and the last layer is called output layer. A feed forward neural
network has no feedback connections where the outputs of the model are fed back to the
model. A network that uses feedback connection is a recurrent neural network (RNN) [28].

Input layer | Hidden layers i Output layer
i i hz h, o

NS

‘ o
Input 2 ‘ ( N‘““ 4“"
: ‘ ’

Al;

/‘\ /"‘

Figure 2: Graphical representation of a neural network with 3 hidden layers

Training a neural network is an optimization problem. It is analyzed to learning the optimal
parameters (w,, b,) for all the layer neurons of the network. The initialization of weights
is a crucial part of successfully training a neural network. The initialization can be done
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either randomly with values close to zero or with a function written by the programmer. The
input is firstly propagated through the network to obtain its value (forward propagation).
After that the output is compared to its expected value (grountruth) through a loss function
L(y[exp], y). After that the loss is propagated backwards through the layers of the neural
network [29]. This is the way that weights and biases are updated. The gradient of loss
with respect to each layer parameter is computed and this gradient is used to update the
parameter. The factor that determines how "aggressive” the optimization is going to be is
learning rate. An example of the optimization process for the weight matrix and the bias
term is as follows:

L(S,w)
W —w — *
w
b b— *L(i’b)

This parameter update is gradient descent. Due to computational reasons many times gra-
dient descent is performed in accumulations of samples known as batches (batch gradient
descent). Gradient descent that is performed on individual samples is known as stochas-
tic gradient descent. There are many optimization methods but the two most widely used
are Stochastic gradient descent with momentum [30] and Adam [31].

2.2.2 Convolutional Neural Networks

Feedforward neural networks have significant limitations when it comes to computer vi-
sion. Images are represented as arrays with 3 dimensions (height, width, number of
bands) with the value of every pixel been a combination of the different bands. In a feed-
forward neural network every neuron in the input layer is connected to every neuron of the
first hidden layer. This is very computationally expensive for data as high dimensional as
images and therefore only recently have feedforward neural networks started been used
for computer vision problems, achieving state of the art performance using transformers

[ (3], [2]].

Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) [32] overcame the limitations of feedforward neural
networks in computer vision by utilizing convolutions for some of the layers. Convolutions
in the simplest case of a grayscale image apply a moving filter array (usually 3*3, 5*5, 7*7)
which is known as kernel, that replaces the image pixels with the sum of the dot products of
the image pixels and the kernel. The same kernel is applied to every position of the array.
When the image is 3dimensional the convolution kernels are also 3dimensional. However
the convolution is 2d since information changes only along the height and width axis [33].
For every convolution step the kernel moves by a pixel window more than 1. That number
of pixels is known as a stride. The immediate result of using a stride is that the output’s size
is reduced compared to the input [34]. Another type of layer in CNNs is the pooling layer.
Pooling layers reduce the dimensionality of data by combining the output of neurons at one
layer into a single neuron at the next layer [33]. Pooling layers either replace the output
of neurons with their maximum or their average value and are either known maxpool or
averagepool layers respectively. Local pooling layers combine small tiles, whereas global
pooling layers act on all the neurons of the feature maps. Often activation functions are
applied after the convolutional layers in order to apply a linear transformation to the output
of the convolutional layers. Additionally batch normalization and dropout are usually used
with CNNs to regularize the outputs of the convolutional layers.
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Figure 3: Visualization of convolution operations in a CNN

Now we will attempt a deep dive to the mechanisms behind CNNs. As mentioned a sim-
plistic CNN consists of convolutional and Pooling layers (Backbone part) and some feed-
forward layers on top (Classifier part). We will assume that the input to this CNN is a
grayscale image for simplicity. The output of every layer in the backbone part has Dx-
HxW where D denotes the number of features this layer has extracted. D*W denotes
the number of areas of interest that have been extracted from image. For example, if
the backbone output has 512x14x14 dimensions this means that there are 512 different
features extracted in 14x14=196 areas of interest. These areas of interest are the out-
put activations for some given filter and they are known as feature maps. Usually feature
maps are visualized after convolutional layers of a CNN.

block1_conv1 block2_conv1 block3_conv1 block4_conv1 block5_conv1
—~y . i

Figure 4: Visualization of the feature maps in a CNN.

The idea behind convolutional neural networks is that signals are compositional [33]. For
example in an image, pixels assemble to form oriented edges and oriented edges assem-
ble to form corners. Therefore a convolutional neural network is trained to recognize these
hierarchical representations starting from very low level such as lines and edges, and in
the end been able to recognize high level features such as complex objects.

According to Goodfellow etal. [35] a CNN is equivalent to a fully connected network with an
infinitely strong prior of weights. This strong prior requires all weights in a spatial network
to be shared but shifted in position.

2.2.3 Transformers

In this chapter the transformer architecture will be analyzed. Transformer [15] is a neural
network architecture that holds the state of the art in self supervised learning for computer
vision tasks on the Imagenet dataset [5], [36]. This architecture was firstly developed for
Natural Language Processing tasks but it was quickly adopted in computer vision. In order
to better comprehend transformer architecture some key terms need to be explained:
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* Encoder Decoder Network: A network inspired by NLP models, which uses an en-
coder that converts a group of sentences to 2 dimensional vectors. These sentences
are fed to the network sequentially. These 2 dimensional vectors are then fed to an-
other neural network which converts these vectors to sequences of words. This can
be applied to vision where instead of sentences the input is a sequence of pixels
(image) and the output is a segmentation mask of this image [37].

+ Self-Attention: A mechanism which allows the network decoder to extract informa-
tion about all the encoder past states using a weighted sum of these states. Given
a set of input vectors [x1, x2, ..., xn] and another set of output vectors [y1, y2, ....,
yn] self attention is computed as the weighted average of the input vectors.

» Transformer: A transformer is an Encoder Decoder Network that utilizes multi-head
self attention. Next, the architecture of a typical vision Transformer will be described.
However the basic principles apply to NLP transformers as well. The researchers
who developed vision transformers tried to create an architecture with the least num-
ber of possible changes compared to the original NLP transformer.

1. The image is split in patches of specific size called tokens and a positional em-
bedding is created for every patch describing the relative position of one patch
compared to all the others. A learnable class embedding (token) is added.

2. Therefore the image consists of a group of patches (usually sized 16x16)

3. The patches are flattened and linearly projected to vectors on an embedding
space.

4. These vectors along with their respective positional embeddings are afterwards
used as the input of the transformer

5. The multi-layer self attention assigns weights to tokens based on their relative
importance in the image. An MLP head encodes the output of the attention
block. This is repeated multiple times

6. An MLP head encodes the output of the attention network and produces the
logits

7. Softmax function can be applied in order to convert these logits to propabilities
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Vision Transformer (ViT)
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Figure 5: Visualization of VIT pipeline.

2.2.4 Energy Based Models (EBM)

Energy based models learn a data distribution by analyzing a data subset [19] i.e the
model is able to predict multiple outputs.

F(7,9,z) = argminE(z,y, 2).

Figure 6: Visualization of an energy based model with the line representing x variables.

The valleys on the above visualization indicate high energy variables to be predicted y
relatively to the observed variables x i.e high correlation. On the contrary the elevations of
the visualization indicate low energy variables to be predicted y relatively to the observed
variables x i.e low correlation. Energies are measured in arbitrary units and therefore they
need to be converted to probabilities [38]. This is done via the Gibbs Distribution:

e(z:y)

Jvey™
Training an energy based model relies on 2 classes of learning methods:

P(.T},y) =

» Contrastive Methods where the model parameters are configured in a way that all
the points of the data manifold have low energy and all the points outside the data
manifold have high energy.

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 25



Utilizing Self Supervised Methods in Unsupervised Metric Learning

* Architectural Methods where the volume of high energy points is minimized or max-
imized through regularization methods.
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Figure 7: Computation graph for energy based models

2.2.5 Self Supervised Learning

Supervised learning in computer vision produces state of the art results when provided with
alarge amount of data. Simultaneously, major technological advancements have enabled
the collection and storage of vast amounts of unlabeled data. However, obtaining labelled
data is usually very expensive and time consuming [39]. There are semi-automatic ways
for obtaining labels (hashtags, GPS locations) [39] but they still heavily rely in some form
of human supervision.

Unsupervised learning is the type of learning that does not involve any manual labeling.
Self Supervised learning (SSL) encompasses supervised and unsupervised learning by
using supervisory tasks derived from the data itself. These are the pretext tasks whereas
the tasks that utilize the labels based on the features learned from the pretext tasks are
downstream tasks. For these downstream tasks the inputs are usually the visual fea-
ture representations learned from the intermediate layers of the model that was trained
using the pretext task. Therefore the goal of the pretext task is extracting meaningful fea-
tures that can be used for the supervised task. A self supervised model transforms high
dimensional data to high level feature representations.

An important example of Self Supervised Learning in natural language proccesing is BERT
[6] where the model predicts masked words given the words that appear before and after it.
However in computer vision things are more complicated as it is more difficult to represent
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uncertainty in computer vision problems than it is for language prediction models [40]. That
is due to the fact that it is significantly more difficult to associate an image feature to all the
other features of an image than it is to associate one word to all other words of a limited
vocabulary [40].

As mentioned self Supervised learning consists of a multitude of methods which attempt
to learn useful representations by using various auxiliary/pretext tasks. Pretext tasks usu-
ally involve hiding parts of complex signals (e.g sound, images, videos) from a neural
network and forcing the neural network to predict them [39]. The main categories of Self
Supervised learning methods are described below:

» Generative Methods [ [41], [42]] where a distribution of the data and their latent
embedding is created. The final feature representations are the ones learned from
this distribution.

 Discriminative methods which rely on energy based models and are divided into two
subgroups:

— Contrastive methods where the signal is transformed and then both the trans-
formed and initial view of the sample are used as input of the network. Con-
trastive methods were first introduced in [43] and they are borrowed from metric
learning.

— Non Contrastive methods [ [44], [45], [46]] rely only on the positive pairs for
every sample by minimizing the distance between the elements of the positive
pair. These methods require extensive fine tuning so they are in danger of
collapsing to constant solutions in the representation space without the network
learning anything [44].

2.2.6 Metric Learning and Losses

Metric learning is an approach of deep learning that determines the similarity or dissimilar-
ity between objects based on a distance metric [47]. It aims to simultaneously decrease
the distance between similar (positive pair) and increase the distance between dissimilar
objects (negative pairs) in an embedding space [48].

In metric learning the final output is an embedding space where pairs of embedding vectors
which derive from similar images are close to each other whereas pairs of embedding
vectors which derive from dissimilar images are away from each other. Therefore metric
learning is a very different from classification or image segmentation.

A classic metric learning framework is as follows:

1. The classes of the dataset are split 50-50 with the first subset been used for training
and the second subset been used for the validation of the method. Unlike classifi-
cation the method is not evaluated in the categories it is trained on. The reason is
that the goal is for the network to create good quality embedding spaces for data of
which the labels are unknown.

2. The network is trained in a similar manner as a network trained for classification
purposes with one important difference. The final layer instead of representing the
number of classes we wish our model to be classified in it represents the dimension-
ality of the embedding space we wish the vectors to reside into
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3. The final important element of metric learning methodologies is the loss function
used for the metric learning task. The loss function used cannot be one of the more
traditional loss functions utilized for classification and regression purposes. There-
fore next we will describe the main loss function families used for metric learning.

The metric loss used for this push-pull operation is of paramount importance. There are
two types of loss functions used in metric learning embedding losses which operate be-
tween batch members and classification losses which utilize a weight matrix that trans-
forms the embedding space to vector of class logits [48]. Some of the most well known
loss functions introduced for metric learning purposes are the following:

Contrastive loss: It makes the distance of positive pairs smaller than a specified threshold
and the distance of negative pairs larger than the threshold.

L = (dp — Mypos) + + (Mneg — dn) -

A major disadvantage of contrastive methods is that they require a large amount of nega-
tive samples, which renders them very computationally expensive. The mining of negative
pairs is also time consuming. One way of dealing with this was proposed in [20] where a
memory bank along with noise contrastive estimator are utilized in order to represent neg-
ative pairs more efficiently. Another way is proposed in [49] which deals with the problem
by using very large batches.

Triplet Loss: A loss that consists of an anchor, a positive and a negative sample where
the positive is closer to the anchor than the negative sample [47].

L — (dp —dn+m)+

Mining hard triplets is essential for the proper training of the model otherwise it is possible
that training will stagnate. The problem with hard triplets mining is that it is a time con-
suming procedure and an ill defined problem [50]. If mining is inadequate there is a high
chance that the model will stagnate and not train at all. These are the main ideas behind
most metric losses and using these main ideas it is possible to extract most other metric
losses.

2.2.7 Transfer Learning

Transfer learning is a family of techniques that use the weights of models pretrained on
large datasets for training instead of randomly initializing them. This drastically reduces
the huge computational cost that is required in order to train even medium sized datasets
like Imagenet [8] allowing for an approach that adapts the pretrained model to a different
domain. According to Chollet [51] transfer learning can be divided into two branches,
feature extraction and fine-tuning. In feature extraction the network is split into a backbone
and classifier part with only the weights of the classifier been trained in the new domain.
The weights of the backbone (feature extractor) are not updated. In finetuning the whole
network is retrained and all the parameters are updated. According to Yosinski etal. [
[52] transferring features without finetuning causes performance degradation due to the
specificity of the features extracted as well as the poor optimization for the target network.

2.2.8 Hyperbolic Embedding Space

The most common way of data representation in deep metric learning is embedding in
euclidean space. This happens mostly for convenience reasons, as it has vectorial struc-
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ture and it is also the natural generalization of the intuitive to us 3dimensional space [53].
However it has been displayed experimentally that in cases such as graph models the
data nature is not euclidean and therefore the well known and documented euclidean
space cannot provide sufficient representation quality [54]. In such cases a non euclidean
domain would be truly useful. Nikel and Kiela [55] proposed the use of a hyperbolic em-
bedding space i.e an embedding space with a constant negative curvature instead of
zero. Hyperbolic embedding space in neural networks is usually approximated using an
n-dimensional Poincare ball. Hyperbolic embedding space displays interesting tree like
properties which can be very useful when trying to represent data of hierarchical structure
to the embedding space [53]. The representational capacity of embedding space is of vital
importance in metric learning methodologies and therefore state of the art methodologies
in both supervised and unsupervised metric learning utilize it [1], [56].

Figure 8: Hyperbolic embedding space.

2.2.9 Knowledge Distillation

Knowledge distillation is the practise of transferring knowledge from a large and cumber-
some model to a smaller one. It is based upon the assumption that neural networks have
similar representation capacity irrespective of their size [57]. However, smaller networks
tend to be harder to train. Therefore the difficulty of training a smaller network is mostly
a problem of optimization and it is possible to transfer knowledge from a small to a large
neural network.

Knowledge distillation was first introduced in [58] who trained a large network and then
used its data probability distribution to train a smaller model that mimicked the larger model
data probability distribution. This procedure is heavily dependent on the training data and
therefore if the training dataset changes the model requires retraining.

Hinton etal. [7] proposed a knowledge distillation framework that instead of utilizing data
distributions utilized a loss function called distillation loss. This method relies on a large
cumbersome model (teacher) and small (student) model. The large model output is used
as soft label for the smaller model. The methodology works as follows.

» For each test sample the most probable class is found according to the teacher.
» The full probability distribution q over all classes is calculated that minimizes:

KL(p®,q)+ ) KL(p™,q).

meAg
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where KL denotes KL divergence, and p™, p? denote the probability distribution of
the teacher and the student model respectively. Therefore, the network contains 2
losses, the distillation loss which minimizes the distance between the student the
teacher (soft labels) outputs and the cross entropy loss function which minimizes
the distance between the student outputs and the groundtruth (hard labels).

2.2.10 Self Distillation

Self distillation [59] is a methodology which allows a network to distill knowledge from
itself. The idea behind self distillation is diminishing the need for a cumbersome teacher
and a student who tries to mimic the teacher’s outputs by allowing a model to learn from
itself. The two main schools of thought regarding self distillation in deep learning are the
following:

1. Zhang etal. [59] proposed a network for self distillation which utilizes one model.
More specifically after each of the model blocks a bottleneck and a fully connected
layer are applied to the outputs of the network along with softmax function. This
allows us to construct 2 losses for every layer. The first one is a cross entropy loss
between the output of each layer and the labels, and the second one is Kullback
Leibler Divergence between the output of every layer and the final output of the net-
work. This method is much better explained using the paper’s graphical abstraction.

§ oo 3lEoodlv|Eoob|odoodls
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Figure 9: Self distillation graphical abstract

Caron etal. [3] proposed a methodology which rather than teaching the shallow layers of
the network from the deep layers of that network uses two versions of the same network
with the parameters of the one network been updated slightly with the help of the param-
eters of the first network. This methodology is the backbone of the thesis and therefore it
will be further explained in the methodology chapter.
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3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Hyperbolic Embedding Learning Reproduction

The first series of experiments we will analyze are the ones which we reproduced from
the paper [1]. In an effort to assess the usefulness of Ibot pretraining in metric learning
we conducted another experiment where we initialized the weights with a Vit trained with
Ibot.

3.1.1 Hyperbolic Embedding Space

The most important part of this methodology is the hyperbolic embedding space our vec-
tors are projected into. It is well known that hyperbolic space cannot be isometrically
embedded to an euclidean space [60] and therefore our solution is to use a model of hy-
perbolic geometry in order to endow a subset of the euclidean space with a hyperbolic
metric [61]. Our model of choice is Poincare Ball model. The Poincare ball model is
defined by the manifold D" = (z € R" : ||z|| < 1) endowed with a Riemanian metric
gP(z) = \2g¥ where ¢* is the euclidean metric tensor and )\, is the conformal factor.

The most important parameter of the Poincare model is its curvature C(x). Finding the
proper value of C(x) can either be done through trial and error or using the next empirical
formula [55]:

0.144 2

Ca) = (55)

Where shows how close to the hyperbolic our structure is [1]. However it has been
experimentally proven [55] that this formula does not always provide the curvature which
achieves the best results since image representations computed by CNNs/transformers
might not be totally accurate.

From the extensive bibliography about the different operations regarding hyperbolic space
the only one we are interested in is the exponential mapping to a hyperbolic embedding
space. We need to find a bijective map in order to map a euclidean vector to the hyperbolic
space.

illvll) v

2 /ell|”
where ||u|| denotes the second order norm of the speed vector on the Poincare ball, ¢
denotes the curvature, A denotes the conformal factor and x the euclidean vector.

expS(v) =z @, (tanh (v/c

The final element of the methodology that needs to be discussed is clipping. Clipping is
performed by norm after the exponential mapping which constrains the norm not to exceed

(110 - 3)

3.1.2 Architectures

One of the most important components of this paper is the transformer architectures it
used. These architectures are vit-s [2], [3], [5] pretrained in both a supervised and un-
supervised fashion and deit [4] architecture trained only in a supervised fashion. The
features extracted from the attention blocks of these architectures are either evaluated
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(final embedding size 384), or passed through a fully connected layer which creates an
embedding space of 128 dimensions. In case hyperbolic embedding space is used, the
final layer of the network is the layer which bisects the euclidean space to the hyperbolic
one, otherwise it is a simple normalization layer. By default the patch embedding layer is
frozen, its parameters not trained during the training stage.

3.2 Metric learning with IBOT

Next we will examine our methodology for Ibot use in metric learning. First we will explain
Ibot framework and then our utilization of it.

3.2.1 IBOT Method

The most important element of Ibot is the introduction of bert like masked lingual modeling
for computer vision tasks. The basic idea of the paper is to use Bert-like masking adjusted
to image space. This method consists of the steps which will be analyzed next:

1. 2 random augmentations are applied to every image yielding 2 distorted views u
and u. Afterwards blockwise masking is applied to these 2 views and we get their
masked counterparts , .

2. Both views are used as input of the networks. The [CLS] token is extracted and the
loss function minimizes the cross entropy between the categorical distributions of
the teacher and the student networks.

Lers = —PéCLSUTlongLS(u).

3. The masked version of one view is used as input in the teacher and the masked
version of the other version is used as input in the student. The [PATCH] token
is extracted and the loss objective is to minimize the cross entropy between the
categorical distributions of the teacher and student networks:

N
PATCH, T PATCH (»
Ly = — E mP; u; log Py (1)

n=1

4. The 2 losses are added and the gradients are propagated through the student net-
work whereas the teacher is updated using EMA (for more details see our method)

3.2.2 Metric IBOT

Our idea was to utilize Ibot model for metric learning purposes with the slightest possible
changes in the framework. The dataset we chose to use was CUB200-2011 which is
the smallest of the datasets used as metric learning benchmarks. We created a set of
augmentations (see augmentations section) for validation purposes. This set of validation
augmentations is relatively simple and allows our model to be trained on heavily distorted
views of the images and then be evaluated on images with slight if any distortions.

This is a very important part of the success of any metric learning framework as it should
learn to learn features invariant to transformations during training and then be able to
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embed new images to the vector space irrespective of their transformations. Next the
features were extracted from the last block of the transformer and then evaluated using
Recall@1 metric. Both teacher and student models were pretrained Vit small networks
using Ibot methodology.

3.3 Proposed Framework Analysis

Relaxed
Contrastive loss
LN
hyperbolic e. hyperbolic e.

128 | fc fc 128

T EMA T

student teacher
384 VIT —> VIT 384

Figure 10: Graphical Abstract of our method.

3.3.1 Architecture

Our model uses Vit small architecture adapted for metric learning purposes. The vision
transformer architecture proposed in [2] remains almost intact apart from the final MLP
head which is replaced by a fully connected layer that projects the transformer features
to an embedding space of 128 dimensions. We tried using |12 normalization after this fully
connected layer but it proved detrimental for the training of the model and therefore we
abandoned it.

3.3.2 Self Distillation

At the center of our method sits the Dino [3] self distillation method with some important
changes in order to be functional in a metric learning framework. Like traditional knowl-
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edge distillation the method uses 2 networks, a teacher and a student. These networks
should be perceived as 2 instances of the same network as they have the same archi-
tecture and their parameters are initialized with the same values. Therefore ours is a self
distillation method.

In Dino framework the goal is to match the probability distributions of the teacher and
the student networks by minimizing a cross entropy loss between the 2 outputs. Our
method significantly differentiates from this idea as instead of minimizing differences be-
tween probability distributions it utilizes the embedding vectors in order to calculate their
pairwise similarity. That assists in deciding the distance of these vectors on the embedding
space. Some important details of our method stemming from Dino are the following:

1. The gradients are propagated through the student (see chapter 2) and its parameters
are updated.

2. The teacher network is optimized using exponential moving average (EMA) and
therefore no gradients are propagated through the teacher. EMA on a high level
is a linear function which updates the teacher slightly towards the direction of the
student updates via the momentum encoder [62] . The formula which is used for
this is displayed next:

Ht:)\*gt—l—(l—)\)es

where A denotes the momentum which changes according to a scheduler, 8s denotes the
feature of the student and 6t the features of the teacher. It becomes apparent that the
scheduler which is used in order to update the momentum is of the utmost importance
as it controls the degree to which student training affects teacher training. However it is
not the only scheduler that is used in this model. Both weight decay and Ir are updated
in every iteration of every epoch using a scheduler. In the next section we will briefly
describe these three schedulers.

3.3.3 Schedulers

Firstly, it is crucial to address the importance of schedulers in our model. Self supervised
learning has been shown from a multitude of experiments conducted during this thesis to
be unstable and sensitive to hyperparameter tuning, more so than its supervised counter-
part. Therefore any of the widely used Lr updating strategies like decreasing the Lr with a
steady step or reducing it when some accuracy metrics remain steady for many iterations
are insufficient. Instead we opted for a cosine scheduler [63] which updates the learn-
ing rate in every iteration of every epoch based on a cosine function. A different cosine
scheduler is also used for momentum and weight decay updates.

Cosine scheduler is a complex one which updates the model at every iteration of every
epoch. A diagram displaying the momentum scheduler along with the one used for Lr and
weight decay appears next.

The above diagrams display the mean values of Momentum, Weight Decay and Lr for
every epoch. Momentum starts at 0.9998 and increases up to one, because there is need
for the two models to start training with the minimum amount of parameter correlation.
The values of the hyperparameters should converge as training continues. The same
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Figure 11: Schedulers of our Method.

logic of steady increase is applied to weight decay, whereas Lr follows the opposite rout
of decreasing as learning goes on. This is very important as our Lr has to decrease
when minimum parameter changes are required and increase when aggressive training
is required. The steady increase over the first 10 epochs is explained by the fact that they
are used for warmup where no update of parameters takes place.

3.3.4 Relaxed Contrastive Loss

The most critical component of our framework is relaxed contrastive loss [9]. This loss is
the first batchwise unsupervised metric loss and it was originally developed for distillation
in metric learning achieving state of the art results. The original contrastive loss consists
of an attracting and a repelling term which forces vectors that originate from instances
of the same class to be close to each other in the embedding space. Simultaneously, it
forces feature vectors originating from instances of different classes to be apart from each
other. The main objective of relaxed contrastive loss is to replace the labels of the classes
with another indicator of similarity.

Relaxed contrastive loss relies on the outputs of 2 networks which are trained simultane-
ously (online distillation). Instead of relying on labels as the decisive factor of the push-pull
operation it uses the semantic similarity of the feature vectors in order to decide whether
they form a positive or negative pair. The semantic pairwise similarity is formulated as the
distance of the feature vectors in the teacher embedding space and it forms weights for
the new loss function. The labels are therefore relaxed using weights which derive from
pairwise similarity. The mathematic formula of this operation is displayed next:

fi = £ll3
o

wy; = exp( ) €10, 1].

Then relaxed contrastive loss is formulated as such:

KX =2 S () - 23S - (B

i=1 j=1 i=1 j=1

where d;; denotes the euclidean distance between embedding vectors f; and f;, dis a
margin and p; is the average distance of all pairs associated with f; in the batch. p;
is used in order to make the scales of pairwise distances similar for both positive and
negative pairs. It therefore makes possible for us to avoid 12 normalization. In the original
paper Relaxed contrastive loss required the normalization of the teacher embeddings.
Experimentally, we found that in our network this creates big differences in the magnitude
of teacher and student vector values. The losses skyrocketed which rendered any further
training of the model unachievable.
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Relaxed contrastive loss was originally developed for knowledge distillation purposes in
a metric learning setting. However, our methodology is self distillation [3] and therefore
our goal is to train two views of the same network instead of one network assisting the
training of another. As mentioned relaxed contrastive loss requires as input the embedding
vectors of 2 networks and therefore we decided to apply it to the [CLS] token embeddings
we extract for every image.

In conclusion we would like to discuss why an unsupervised batchwise metric loss is as
important as it is, apart from the obvious cost effectiveness and time saving aspect of
the expulsion of labels we have already mentioned. Relying on labels for the push-pull
operation, significantly limits the ability of the space to recognize intraclass dissimilarity
and interclass affinity. E.g in the next series of images 3 birds from the classes Common
and Forster terns of CUB200-2011 dataset are represented. The first and the third image
represent a common tern whereas the second represents a forster tern. For an untrained
eye the first and the second images are more similar than the first and the third. If the
metric space which is proposed relies on labels it becomes obvious that these relationships
cannot be captured effectively.

Figure 12: Examples of images in CUB200-2011.

3.3.5 Dino Loss

For some of the experiments we implemented the loss proposed in Dino [3] as an auxiliary
loss to help the model train. The idea behind using this second loss function stems from
the fact that the pretrained model we utilized was trained on a self distillation loss applied
on the [CLS] token of the transformer and a MIM loss applied on the [PATCH] token.
Therefore we thought that using relaxed contrastive loss along with one of these 2 losses
would allow better finetuning on the new dataset.

Self distillation loss minimizes the cross entropy between the categorical distributions of
the [CLS] tokens from the student and the teacher networks. The formula of Dino loss is
displayed next:

Leps = —PéCLSleogPQCLS(u).

It is important to mention 2 techniques used along this loss function in order to avoid
collapse:

1. The [CLS] token of the teacher and the student networks is scaled using temperature
i.e the [CLS] token is divided by the temperature. The temperature of the student is
consistently 0.1 whereas the teacher temperature is changed using a scheduler.

This scheduler is used so that temperature can linearly increased from an initial to
an end value during the warmup phase. In our case we chose the temperature
to remain 0.04 during the whole training procedure. The next figure displays the
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scheduler’s behaviour with an initial temperature of 0.04 an end end temperature of
0.07 and 10 warmup epochs. This procedure is known as sharpenning

Evolution of Teacher Temperature during Training
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Figure 13: Temperature Scheduler of Dino loss.

2. There is also a centering operation which takes place during the loss calculation.
Centering in essence is an operation similar to batch normalization but simpler. It
calculates the per batch mean of the teacher output and then subtracts it from the
teacher output. The formula of this operation is displayed next:

c=mc+ a ;m) ;gg(iﬂi).

where B denotes batch size and m is a rate parameter.

Some last details we would like to assess regarding differences from our implementation
of dino loss with the original one. Firstly the output of the original Dino network is 65.536
dimensions whereas in our version the dimensionality is 384 or 128 depending on the out-
put of the [CLS] token we wish to have. As is understood this can make a great difference
in the effectiveness of that loss and it was decided for memory efficiency. Combining the
losses was done by simply adding them. The whole methodology can be better seen the
pseudocode next:

Methodology Pytorch Pseudocode

vitl.params = vit2.params
for x in loader : do
@y, 2y = augmentations(xy), augmentions(zs)
81, 89 = vitl(x}), vit2(xh)
€1,€9 = FC]_(81>, FCQ(SQ)
91,92 = hyp(e1), hyp(ea)
loss = relaxedcontrasive(gl, g2) + dinoloss(gl, g2)
loss.backwards
update(vitl + FC1)
(vit2 + FC2).params = | % (vit2 + FC2).params + (1 — 1) x (vitl + FC1).params
C=mx*xC+ (1 —m)xcat([tl, t2]).mean(dim = 0)

3.3.6 Data Augmentations

A key part of any deep learning framework are the augmentations which are introduced
for the training of model. In our framework there are 2 types of training transformations
as it was decided that in some experiments 2 different views for every image will be used.

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 37



Utilizing Self Supervised Methods in Unsupervised Metric Learning

These transformations are inspired by Dino transformations. The training transformations
are complicated for every view including techniques such as Color Jitter, Gaussian Blur
and Random Flip allowing the model to learn reperesentations invariant to transformations.
This is one of the most important goals of modern self supervised methods [20]. On the
contrary, validation dataset transformations are much fewer and simpler as the end goal
is the ability of the model to create an embedding space which projects images with slight
modifications instead of very strong ones.

Table 1: Augmentation list.

Global transform1 Global transform2 Local transform | Validation transform
Color Jitter

Random Flip

Normalization

Gaussian Blur

Solarization

Resized image

EIANEIANENANEN
tIANANANENANEN
SENPX SN N XS
ANARNE R IANE R

Center Crop Size

3.3.7 Using Self Supervised instead of Supervised Pretraining on Imagenet

The final element of this methodology which needs to be addressed is the model which
is used for pretraining. Most metric learning datasets are comparatively small and it is
therefore very hard for any model to learn meaningful representations just by utilizing
these datasets. This is why very few frameworks train their networks from scratch [64], [10]
achieving at the same time noteworthy Recall@1 values.

Therefore we decided that we would be using pretraining for our model. However instead
of initializing our model with Vit weights pretrained on Imagenet in a supervised way it was
decided that we would initialize our model with pretraining from Ibot which is unsupervised.
This was important for the framework for 3 reasons:

1. The goal of this thesis has been to create a competitive metric learning framework
with no supervision. Initializing our model with weights which had been extracted
using a supervised framework such as Vit would mean that at some point during the
pipeline supervised learning would have been used.

2. Since no paper to our knowledge uses self supervised pretraining for unsupervised
metric learning, we thought it would be interesting to see the effect self supervised
pretraining would have on our model.

3. Using Ibot pretraining gave some pretty interesting results when tried on the State
of the Art supervised metric learning method (previous section). These results were
less impressive than the ones achieved using supervised pretraining but the margin
was relatively small.

Therefore it was decided that for our experiments we would utilize the Ibot Vit s pretrained
model which is publicly available in the official repository of the framework. This model
has been trained for 800 epochs.
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4. EXPERIMENTS

In this chapter we analyze the experiments conducted in this thesis.

4.1 Datasets

The proposed approach is tested on the most important benchmark datasets used for
metric learning methods evaluation. CUB-200-2011 dataset [65] contains 11.788 bird
species images. The first 100 classes with 5.994 images are used for the model training
and the remaining 100 classes (5,794 images) are used for model validation.

Figure 14: CUB200-2011 dataset images.

CARS-196 dataset [66] contains 16.185 images split into 196 car classes. Data are typi-
cally split into 8.144 training images and 8.041 validation images.

Figure 15: CARS196 dataset images.

Stanford Online Products dataset [67] (SOP) consists of 120.053 images of 22.634 product
images from eBay.com. The first 59.551 images with 11.318 products are used for training
and the other 60.502 images of 11.316 products are used for validation purposes.
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Figure 16: SOP dataset images.

4.2 Implementation Details

Hyperparameter tuning is an ingredient of key importance for the good performance of
any model. Therefore, in the first metric learning experiment [1] which is a reproduction
of paper’s experiments with minimal changes, it was decided that hyperparameter tuning
would be kept intact from the paper as it was supposed that the authors of this framework
had done exhaustive search in order to conclude on the best possible hyperparameters.
The only hyperparameter we had to change for computational reasons was batch size
which became 120 from the original 900.

For our proposed methodologies we conducted extensive experiments in order to create
a robust model setup and tune the hyperparameters. The setup we concluded on for
most experiments utilized Lr 0.00003, Momentum 0.9998, Weight Decay 0.00001 and
batch size 120 (150 for SOP dataset). The schedulers for momentum, Lr and weight
decay are cosine schedulers and they have been analyzed in the previous chapter. All
our experiments were conducted using 2 NVIDIA RTX A500 .

4.3 Evaluation Protocol

There is need for an evaluation metric in order to evaluate the quality of the embedding
space. The two metrics which are used in most metric learning frameworks are the fol-
lowing:

Recall k: For every image of the validation dataset its k nearest neighbors are retrieved.
If any image of the same class is retrieved among the samples then the metric receives
1 score otherwise it receives 0. Recall k is the average score of all the images in the test
set. The values K are very important for the experiments as they are directly linked to the
datasets size. This is the case since for a very large dataset chances are that the values of
Recall@1 and recall@2 will not differ significantly. For the CARS196 and CUB200-2011
datasets which both have less than 20.000 images the values of k are usually 1, 2 and 4.
For the SOP dataset with more than 100.000 these values are usually 1, 100, 1000.

NMI: NMl is a metric which gives the reduction in class entropy when cluster labels are
known.

The problem with both of these metrics is that they require labels in order to be calcu-
lated which seems problematic when evaluating unsupervised methods. However since
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all metric learning papers use Recall@1 as the metric of choice and due to the lack of any
alternative this will be our metric of choice.

4.4 Supervised Metric Learning (Hyperbolic Metric Learning)

Table 2: Recall k for different methods on CUB200-2011 with size 384.

R@1 R@2 R@4 R@8

Dino 80.0 87.8 92.7 954
Deit 76.4 854 915 05.0
Vit 845 911 942 96.3
Ibot 81.2 87.8 92.6 95.5

Table 3: Recall k for different methods on CUB200-2011 with size 128.

R@1 R@2 R@4 R@S

Dino 773 86.2 916 949
Deit 735 832 898 937
Vit 826 89.8 939 96.1

Dino Sph 76.0 84.7 90.3 94.1
DeitSph 73.3 824 88.7 93.0
Vit Sph 83.2 89.7 936 958
Ibot 77.8 861 91.6 95.1

Some of the table’s recall metrics were calculated for the features of the transformer in
a classic euclidean embedding space without the implementation of the Hyperbolic Em-
bedding Space. They are included in order to compare the difference in the embedding’s
quality between the two embedding spaces. It is important to note that due to its higher
dimensionality the embedding space of the first table has an inherent advantage over the
embedding space of the second table. However, we observe that the use of hyperbolic
embedding space significantly bridges the gap between the larger and the smaller em-
bedding space. Additionaly the achieved recallk in our experiments is ~ 1% smaller than
the recallk in the experiments of the paper. This difference is very small and can be fully
explained by the reduced batch size we had to use.

Furthermore it is observed that using Vit gives the best results with the difference in the
recall values been massive between this method and every other method if we use spher-
ical embeddings (83.2 for Vit, 76.0 for Dino and 73.3 for Deit). However if hyperbolic
embedding space is used the gap is bridged (82.6 for Vit 77.3 and 73.5 for Dino and Deit
respectively). As mentioned Vit gives the best recall values with Dino achieving consider-
ably smaller recall than Vit and Deit achieving the worst recalls of all the models.

Itis very important to note that Dino is a self supervised method whereas Vit is a supervised
method and therefore the difference in recall values can be justified despite the fact they
use the same transformer Architecture. Deit achieves considerably smaller recalls than
Vit despite the fact that they have almost the same amount of parameters (22milion for
Deit, 23 million for Vit-s).

We conducted another experiment apart from reproducing the already existing ones us-
ing Ibot pretraining this time. We observe that using Ibot pretraining instead of Dino im-
proves Recall@1 to 77.8 from 77.3 with 128 embedding size and to 81.2 from 80.0 with
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384 embedding size. It is observed that Ibot achieves better recall values remaining fully
unsupervised like Dino. This difference can be mainly attributed to the Masked Image
Modelling utilized by Ibot.

4.5 Metric Learning without any Learning Stage

The next experiments presented are the ones conducted by evaluating the features ex-
tracted by 2nd stage ibot pretraining on CUB-200. A big number of experiments were con-
ducted in order to manage to stabilize the model changing a plethora of standard neural
network hyperparameters (such as Momentum, Lr and Batch Size) as well as some Ibot
specific hyperparameters regarding Ibot data augmentations (Local Crop Scale, Global
Crop Scale) and Ibot architecture such as shared head.

Table 4: Finetuning Ibot for metric learning.

Lr Momentum  Batch Size Local Crops Number  NMI Recall@1
0.0005 0.996 128 004 O 60.2 37.6
0.0001 0.998 100 0.04 O 609 51.0
0.00005 0.999 110 004 O 53.2 56.6
0.0005 0.996 48 0.04 6 65.3 461
0.0001 0.999 90 0.04 6 542 554
0.0001 0.99996 90 0.04 6 46.9 66.3
0.0005 0.99996 90 0.04 10 50.0 644
0.00003  0.99996 90 0.04 10 46.4 66.1
0.00003  0.99996 90 0.04 10 46.4 66.2
0.00003  0.99996 90 04 10 464 66.2
0.00003  0.9999 90 04 10 48.8 66.3
0.00001 0.9999 90 04 10 49.1 64.5

The first hyperparameter we tried to stabilize was momentum as in the original Ibot it had a
profound impact at the accuracy achieved by the model. We started of by using a relatively
small momentum of 0.996. Despite the fact that NMI progressively increased Recall@1
decreased significantly over training. Therefore, we tried increasing the momentum in
order to exploit the already good level of CUB200-2011 features learned from the Ibot
pretraining on Imagenet. This, despite the fact that it helped the model stabilize its recall
values during training does not allow any further training.

Lr is another very important hyperparameter. Since the task at hand is finetuning a pre-
trained model to a new dataset rather than training from scratch we chose to use a small
Lr. We tried many different learning rates but they seemed to have minimum impact. Re-
garding batch size we tried sizes ranging from 90 up to 120 images per batch. Additionally
we experimented with different local crops numbers ranging from 0 to 10.

The best recall values were achieved using a very aggressive learning rate along with a
large number of local views. The best recall values which were achieved after the end of
training were 66,3% which is smaller than the 66,6% Recall@1 we were able to achieve
just by extracting the features of the transformer blocks and then evaluating on CUB200-
2011 without any further training. It therefore became clear that using Ibot for metric
learning purposes without any design changes to the model is impossible.
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4.5.1 Unsupervised Metric Learning with Relaxed Contrastive Loss.

The next series of experiments presented are the results of the proposed framework. First,
we present the experiments conducted by utilizing self distillation relaxed contrastive loss
and the hyperbolic embedding space in order to finetune the model.

Table 5: CUB200-2011 Lr and Momentum tuning.

(a) Tuning Momentum. (b) Tuning Lr.
Embedding Size Momentum Recall@1 Embedding Size Lr Recall@1
1st 512 0.99996 67.1 1st 512 0.00004 67.7
2nd 512 0.9999 67.4 2nd 512 0.00001 66.3
3rd 512 0.9996 66.0 3rd 512 0.00002 67.9
4th 512 0.99984 67.9 4th 384 0.00003 68.7
5th 512 0.9998 68.1 5th 128 0.00003 68.3

The first hyperparameter we tried to stabilize was again momentum. 5 different experi-
ments were conducted for 100 epochs, with embedding size of 512 and different momen-
tum values in order to decide which gave the best Recall@1. In the end a Momentum
=0.9998 gave the best results (Recall@1 68.1) and it was decided to be kept that way.
The second hyperparameter we tried to finetune after we stabilized momentum is Lr. Dur-
ing the Momentum finetuning we stabilized Lr value at 0.00003. We experimented with 4
different Lr values and the initial Lr =0.0003 gave the best results, therefore it was decided
to keep it as the default Lr of all CUB200-2011 experiments.

We find that reducing the embedding size from 512 to 128 for this experiment improves
the Recall@1 values achieved. This can be explained as the output of Vit attention blocks
is 384 and therefore creating an embedding space with larger dimensionality can only
degrade performance.

4.6 Unsupervised Metric learning with Relaxed Contrastive Loss and Hyperbolic
Embedding

4.6.1 Hyperbolic Embedding and Freezing Layers

Next we examined if there is any merit in projecting the embedding vectors to the hy-
perbolic embedding space. It was also decided to freeze the first 2 of the transformer
layers which are the pos drop and patch embed layers to find if it gives any boost to the
performance.

Table 6: Comparison of hyperbolic-non hyperbolic embeddings with embedding size 128.

| Freeze Layers | Hyperbolic Embedding | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 | R@8

Experiment 1 True True 68.3 | 79.0 | 87.1 | 92.7
Experiment 2 False True 67.3 | 782 | 87.0 | 924
Experiment 3 True False 67.7 | 78.7 | 87.4 | 92.8
Experiment 4 False False 674 | 785 | 87.0 | 92.8

We observe that if the first 2 layers are frozen the achievable Recall@1 increases by
0.4% when we use the euclidean embedding space and by 0.6% when we use hyperbolic

|. Tsiotas Niachopetros 43



Utilizing Self Supervised Methods in Unsupervised Metric Learning

embedding space. Therefore it was decided that the first 2 transformer layers weights will
not be updated during training. We observe that despite the fact that using the hyperbolic
embedding space without freezing these layers gives no significant boost in performance,
freezing the layers and using hyperbolic embedding space achieves 1% better Recall@1
values (experiment 1) than experiment 2 and 0.6% better Recall@1 than experiment 3.
The benefits of using hyperbolic embedding space are therefore apparent.

4.6.2 Curvature of Hyperbolic Space

It has been discussed during the methodology analysis that curvature is the most impor-
tant parameter of the hyperbolic embedding space. Therefore we conducted 4 different
experiments with different curvature values to assess the differences in Recall@1 when
tuning curvature differently.

Table 7: Experiments with the setup’s curvature with embedding size 128.

| Hyperbolic Curvarture | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 | R@8

Experiment 1 0.1 68.3 | 79.0 | 87.1 | 92.7
Experiment 2 0.3 67.2 | 78.3 | 87.1 | 92.8
Experiment 3 0.05 68.4 | 79.0 | 87.1 | 92.9
Experiment 4 0.01 68.6 | 79.8 | 87.5 | 92.8

The first experiment was conducted with the standard curvature used in most hyperbolic
embedding papers (0.1) and it is included as a baseline. The second experiment used
curvature 0.3. The Recall@1 it achieved is ~ 1% less than the one achieved with curvature
0.1. Experiments 3 and 4 which are conducted with smaller curvatures than the baseline
achieve marginally better Recall@1 values of 0.1 and 0.3 % respectively. We observe
that bigger values than 0.1 give worse performance, whereas smaller than 0.1 give slightly
better performance. In order to be comparable with [1] and [61] we opted for 0.1 curvature
value since the difference in Recall@1 with the other experiments was not significant.

4.6.3 Experiments with Different Augmentation Sets

Next we analyze the results achieved with the different augmentations sets. It is important
to mention that all models were stabilized by the 100th epoch. However, it was observed
that the models with no local or global crops reached the point where they stabilized their
Recall@1 values by the 70th epoch, whereas the models with local or global crops stabi-
lized by the 90th epoch. This displays the importance of local and crops and the increased
learning capacity they provide.
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Table 8: Experiments with different sets of augmentations.

| Dimensionality | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 | R@8

1 global view 128 68.3 | 79.0 | 87.1 | 92.7
1 global view 384 68.7 | 794 | 87.4 | 92.8
1 global +10 local views 128 69.3 | 79.8 | 88.1 | 93.0
1 global +10 local views 384 70.5 | 81.1 | 88.,5 | 93.5
2 global views 128 69.0 | 79.7 | 87.9 | 93.3
2 global views 384 69.5 | 80.3 | 87.9 | 93.3
2 global + 10 local views 128 69.7 | 80.4 | 88.0 | 93.3
2 global + 10 local views 384 71.0 | 81.1 | 88.3 | 93.6

It can be seen that the best results are achieved using both global and local crops in train-
ing which is expected if we factor in that more data allow better training. The experiments
we will analyze have 384 dimensions. Some interesting observations which can be de-
rived from this table are that in case we have 2 or one global augmentation the Recall@1
values differ only by 0.5%. The situation slightly shifts when the local crops are added with
the difference in Recall@1 values been over 1%. It is also important to mention that the
use of different augmentations adds 2.3 % to Recall@1 in the best case scenario which
is not negligible.

The experiments with a combination of local and global crops achieve the best Recall@1
values and the local crops seem to consistently contribute more to the achievable Re-
call@1 than the second global crop. This is apparent if we consider that the model with
local crops and 384 dimensionality achieves 70,5% whereas the same experiment with
2 global crops achieves 69.5%. For the next series of experiments we decided to use
the augmentation strategy of 1 global and 10 local crops as we observed that there is no
significant difference between using 1 or 2 global crops.

4.6.4 Combined Dino and Relaxed Loss

Next we tried to see if an extra self supervised loss (Dino loss) would fit in the general self
supervised framework and allow further training. The 2 losses were combined and next
we display the results for each one of these methods.

Table 9: Losses combination.

| loss | embedding size | R@1
1st relaxed 384 70.5
2nd relaxed + dino loss 384 68.1
3rd | relaxed + 0.5*dino loss 384 68.4
4th | 0.5%relaxed + dino loss 384 67.3

We observe that relaxed contrastive loss alone gives the best Recall@1 of 70.5. The
distillation loss achieves much worse Recall@1 than relaxed contrastive loss. The sec-
ond best results are achleved with relaxed loss and 0.5*dino loss (Recall@1 68.4). The
other 2 cumulative losses achieve much worse Recall@1. The best possible results are
achievable using only relaxed contrastive loss. In our experiments from now on will be
using only the relaxed contrastive loss.
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4.6.5 Tuning in Cars Dataset

Next we will present the experiments we conducted to tune our hyperbolic unsupervised
framework in order to train in the CARS196 dataset.

Table 10: Finetuning on CARS196 dataset (Red colour represents the experiments that collapsed
by the 50th epoch.

Lr Momentum Hyperbolic Plain/Curvature R@1

first 0.00003 0.9999 Yes/0.1 31.2
second 0.00003 0.9998 Yes/0.1 45.0
third 0.00003 0.9998 No/0 39.4
fourth  0.00003 0.9998 No/0 41.2
fifth 0.000005  0.9998 No/0 41.1

From these experiments we extract 2 different conclusions

1. Despite the similar size of the CARS196 and CUB200-2011 dataset the achievable
Recall@1 values of the first are far greater than the ones of the second. This un-
expected tendency has already been observed in [11]. Of course, an immediate
comparison between the 2 results is not possible because in this paper the authors
only conducted inference in the CARS196, SOP, CUB200-2011 datasets with no
training on the dataset.

2. The only setup that achieves constant training throughout 100 epochs is the hyper-
parameter setup for CUB200-2011 with a hyperbolic embedding layer at the end. In
every other case the model collapsed after 50 epochs. This displays the importance
of the hyperbolic embedding space and the strong hierarchical representations it
achieves as a stabilizing factor in training.

4.6.6 Tuning the SOP dataset

The final dataset we will experiment on is SOP dataset.

Table 11: Finetuning on SOP dataset (Red colour represents the experiments that collapsed by the
50th epoch.

|Epochs | Lr | Momentum | Hyperbolic Plain/Curvature | R@1

first 50 0.000003 | 0.9998 Yes/0.1 21.8
second 50 0.000003 | 0.99996 Yes/0.1 63.2
third 35 0.000003 | 0.9999 Yes/0.1 41.1

In SOP dataset we could not conduct more thorough hyperparameter investigation, due
to the size of the dataset and our inability to have a batch size larger than 300 samples.
Initially we tried the same hyperparameter tuning as the other 2 datasets but the model col-
lapsed. We had to decrease the Lr 10 times and also use a significantly larger momentum
than the ones used for the other datasets in order to be able to train our model.

For the SOP dataset it is observed that our results are significantly better than the ones
achieved in CARS196. However they lack behind the results of CUB200-2011 which will
be further analyzed in the next sections.
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4.7 Fair and Unfair Comparisons with State of the Art Methods

471 CUB

Next we will compare the results achieved for the CUB200-2011 dataset in the thesis
to the results of some state of the art papers in unsupervised metric learning. This is
the closest comparison to State of the Art methodologies which can be made. The first
series of comparisons is "fair” in terms of model’s size and the model used in the other
experiments is Inception V2 [68]. The fairness of these comparisons has to do both with
the size of our model which is considerably smaller than the models utilized in the other
methods as well as the embedding size which is smaller than the ones utilized by them.

Table 12: Comparing our results on CUB200-2011 to State of the Art unsupervised methods.

Methodologies | Dim | Number of Parameters | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 |
UDML-SS 512 54 m 63.7 | 75.0 | 83.8
STML 512 54 m 68.0 | 78.8 | 86.4
OUR METHOD (1 view) | 384 21m 68.7 | 794 | 874
OUR METHOD (multicrop) | 384 21m 70.5 | 81.1 | 88.5

Our method achieves State of the Art results in unsupervised metric learning with a signif-
icantly smaller amount of trainable parameters than the other 2 methods. In this table we
include both the results of the model with and without multicrop augmentation strategy.
With multicrop augmentation strategy our model significantly outperforms the other State
of the Art methods in unsupervised metric learning by 2.5% with our model having half the
parameters their models have. Even without multicrop augmentation strategy our model
marginally outperforms State of the Art by 0.7%.

Similar results are observed for R@2 and R@4 metrics with our method outperforming
previous methods by more than 0.5% if multicrop augmentation strategy is not used. If
multicrop augmentation strategy is used the difference increases to more than and 2%.
It is also worth mentioning that shares relaxed contrastive loss with our methodology,
however their framework includes another loss and it is significantly more complicated
than ours.

Since our method is the first unsupervised method to our best knowledge to surpass 70%
Recall@1 we decided to conduct an unfair comparison with the supervised metric learning
frameworks some of which use vit-small architectures.
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Table 13: Comparing our results on CUB200-2011 to State of the Art unsupervised methods.

| Dim | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 | R@8
A-BIER  |512|57.5|68.7 | 78.3 | 86.2

ABE 5121606 | 71.5 | 79.8 | 87.4
SM 512 | 56.0 | 68.3 | 78.2 | 86.3
XBM 512 |1 65.8 | 75.9 | 84.0 | 89.9
HTL 512 | 571 | 68.8 | 78.7 | 86.5
MS 5121 65.7 | 77.0 | 86.3 | 91.2
SoftTriple 5121654 | 76.4 | 84.5 | 90.4
Horde 5121 66.8 | 77.4 | 85.1 | 91.0

Proxy-Anchor | 512 | 68.4 | 79.2 | 86.8 | 91.6
NSoftmax 512 | 61.3 | 73.9 | 83.5 | 90.0
ProxyNCA++ | 512 | 69.0 | 79.8 | 87.3 | 92.7
IRTr 384|766 | 850 | 91.1 | 94.3
Hyperbolic Dino | 384 | 80.9 | 87.6 | 92.4 | 95.6
Our Method | 384 | 70.5 | 81.1 | 88.5 | 93.5

Our method surpasses all metric learning and image retrieval methods which do not utilize
transformer architecture even without using labels. Our method surpasses [69] by 1.5%
however when transformers are entered into the equation the situation changes drastically.
I RT, [70] surpasses our method by a significant margin of 5% and the dino proposed in [1]
surpasses our method by 10%. Therefore it becomes apparent that using labels has a very
significant influence in the achievable Recall@1 values. It is also worth mentioning that
these methodologies surpass our own in R@2, R@4 and R@8 metrics but by a smaller
margin than in Recall@1.
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Figure 17: Recall@4, Recall@100 comparison between datasets.

Next we conduct some unfair comparisons with self supervised methods using 128 dim
embedding size. These comparisons are unfair since our achitecture has 3 times more
parameters than the one used for the experiments in all other frameworks (Googlenet) [71].
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Table 14: Comparing our results on CUB200-2011 to State of the Art unsupervised methods with
128 dimensionality.

Methodologies | Dim | Number of Parameters | R@1 | R@2 | R@4 |

Exemplar 128 7m 38.2 | 50.3 | 62.8
NCE 128 7m 39.2 | 514 | 63.7
DeepCluster | 512 7m 429 | 541 | 65.6
ISIF 128 7m 46.2 | 59.0 | 70.1
PSLR 128 7m 48.1 | 60.1 | 71.8
ROUL 128 7m 56.7 | 68.4 | 78.3
SAN 128 7m 55.9 | 68.0 | 78.6
STML 128 7m 59.7 | 71.2 | 81.0
OUR METHOD | 128 21m 69.3 | 81.1 | 88.5

It is apparent that our methodology significantly outperforms all methods which use googlenet.
It outperforms STML [10] which is the state of the current State of the Art by 9.6%. The
same tenedency is observed in recall@2 and recall@4 in favor of our methodology.

4.7.2 Cars

Next we conduct fair comparisons of our framework (384 embedding size) with STML (512
embedding size) trained on Inception V2 in CARS196 dataset.

Table 15: Comparing our results on CARS196 to State of the Art unsupervised methods.

R@1 R@2 R@4

STML 66.2 745 819
OUR METHOD 45.6 56.3 67.1

Our methodology achieves significantly worse results than STML on CARS196 dataset
with the difference in Recall@1 values been more than 20%. This will be further analyzed
in the next section which includes a comparative study between the models

Next we conduct unfair comparisons with our framework trained and validated on the
CARS196 dataset against most of the State of the Art methodologies. Again the architec-
ture used is Googlenet and the dimensionality of the embeddings is 128

Table 16: Comparing our results on CARS196 to State of the Art unsupervised methods with 128
dimensionality.

R@1 R@2 R@4
Deep Cluster 326 43.8 57.0
NCE 37.5 48.7 59.8
ISIF 413 523 63.6
PSLR 43.7 54.8 66.1
SAN 442 555 66.8
OUR METHOD 45.0 56.3 67.0
ROUL 450 56.9 684
STML 49.0 604 71.3

Our method surpasses most unsupervised metric learning methods experiments, with
the exception of STML. It achieves the same Recall@1 as ROUL [13] however, ROUL
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achieves slightly better results in recall@2 and recall@4. Despite the superior architec-
ture we use compared to the one used in every other experiment our results are ~ 4%
under the State of the Art. This displays that the State of the Art results we achieved in
CUB200-2011 results cannot be translated to CARS196 dataset despite the fact that both
datasets have similar size and in most papers tend to perform similarly.

4.7.3 SOP
The final series of experiments which will be presented are the ones conducted on the

SOP dataset. The first comparison is a fair one between our method and the current
State of the Art in terms of parameter number and dimensionality.

Table 17: Comparing our results on SOP to State of the Art unsupervised methods.

R@1 R@2 R@4

STML 69.7 827 91.2
OURMETHOD 63.4 78.2 88.4

We observe that our methodology results are 6.3% less than the ones achieved in STML.
However we observe that the difference in recall values is significantly smaller for the SOP
dataset compared to CARS196. The final comparison will be the unfair we conducted in
all other experiments comparing our method with State of the Art methods which utilize
Googlenet architecture.

Table 18: Comparing our results on SOP to State of the Art unsupervised methods with 128
dimensionality.

R@1 R@2 R@4
Deep Cluster 346 526 66.8
NCE 46.6 623 76.8
ISIF 48.9 64.0 78.0
PSLR 511 66.5 79.8
SAN 58.7 73.1 84.6
OUR METHOD 63.2 77.9 88.2
ROUL 53.4 68.8 81.7
STML 65.8 80.1 89.9

The Recall@1 achieved by our methodology is 2.6% smaller than the one achieved in the
State of the Art paper. It is observed that our method is again outperformed despite the
fact it has a lot more parameters than the State of the Art method.

4.7.4 Comprarative Study of the dataset recall values

The final part of this chapter is the comparative study of the "fair” results between our
method and the State of the Art. We therefore create cumulative bar diagrams of Re-
call@1, recall@2 (recall@10 for the SOP dataset) and recall@4 (recall@100 for SOP
dataset) and then compare the results.
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The first bar plot we will analyze is the Recall@1 plot for the 3 datasets. As mentioned
our method outperforms the other State of the Art methods in the CUB200-2011 dataset
by 2.5%. However it is outperformed by STML by a significant margin of ~ 20% in the
CARS196 dataset. The Recall@1 margin for the SOP dataset is significantly smaller than
the one in CARS196 dataset been ~ 6% against our method.

When comparing the Recall@1 values in CUB200-2011 and CARS196 datasets we ob-
serve that in the CUB200-2011 dataset Recall@1 surpasses 70% whereas in the CARS196
dataset it is ~ 45%. The biggest difference however is observed in the behaviour of the
STML [10] and our method. In our method the difference between the datasets Recall@1

is &~ 25% whereas in STML the difference between datasets Recall@1 is ~ 2%. Regard-
ing SOP and CUB200-2011 the margin is considerably smaller than the one in CARS196.

More specifically in our method CUB200-2011 outperforms SOP by ~ 7% whereas in

STML SOP outperforms CUB200-2011 by =~ 2%.
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Figure 19: Recall@2, Recall@10 comparison between datasets.
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The second bar plot we will analyze is the recall@2, recall@10 for the datasets. The
difference in recall@2 between State of the Art and our method is 2.3% in favor of our
method. On the contrary in CARS196 the difference is ~ 18% against our method. In
SOP dataset the difference between our method and State of the Art is 4.5% against our
method. It is apparent that in all cases recall@?2 differences are smaller than Recall@1
differences.

The difference in recall@2 between CARS196 and CUB200-2011 datasets is again ~ 20%
in our method. The difference between these datasets is 4.3% for the STML methods high-
lighting the inconsistency of results achieved by our method. In conclusion the difference
between recall@4 of CUB200-2011 and recall@10 of SOP is ~ 3% in favor of CUB200-
2011. The difference between these datasets in STML methodology is ~ 4% in favor of
SOP. Generally the same incosistencies in datasets are observed in Recall@1 and re-
call@2 however it seems that the gap between our method and STML is slightly bridged

in all 3 datasets.
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Figure 20: Recall@4, Recall@100 comparison between datasets.
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In the third bar plot comparisons between recall@4, recall@10 are conducted. The dif-
ference in recall@4 between our method and STML ~ 2% in favor of our method. In
CARS196 recall@4 changes in favor of STML by ~ 15%. In the SOP dataset the differ-
ence in recall@4 and recall@100 is 3% in favor of STML. The difference for SOP dataset
is considerably smaller than the ones in previous experiments.

The difference in recall@4 for CUB200-2011 and CARS196 dataset is again ~ 21% in
favor of CUB200-2011 dataset. The difference between these datasets is ~ 5% in STML.
The difference between CUB200-2011 and SOP is less than 1% in our method. The
difference in STML is less than 5% in STML.
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5. CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE WORK

The breakthroughs in deep learning models along with the unprecedented amount of raw
data which is collected today requires rethinking of the methods we have been utilizing
to train our models. Deep learning models tend to require immense amounts of carefully
labeled data during the training phase, but it is impossible for us to label all the afore-
mentioned raw data and therefore utilize them. Over the past few years self supervised
learning has allowed the training of robust models managing to totally avoid the use of
labels. Therefore self supervised learning has opened a path for the utilization of big data
in training our models

Supervised metric learning has achieved some impressive results over the past few years
recognizing similar and disimilar objects even in famously difficult datasets such as CUB200-
2011. However unsupervised metric learning seems to have been comparatively ne-
glected with no papers utilizing the latest breackthroughs in Al during training. The need
for the utilization of new architectures and new ideas for the replacement of labels be-
comes apparent.

In this thesis we presented a novel method for unsupervised metric learning based on a
combination of ideas prevalent in self supervised learning. We displayed the potential of
utilizing self supervised methods in unsupervised metric learning achieving State of the
Art values in the CUB200-2011 dataset. We proved that these ideas despite originating
from self supervised pretext tasks are very well integrated to metric learning tasks. Next
we will assess the main contributions of our thesis.

1. We combined relaxed contrastive loss with self distillation achieving State of the Art
Recall@1 values in the CUB200-2011 dataset.

2. We displayed that relaxed contrastive loss can be a robust alternative to pseudo-
clustering [61], [12] for unsupervised metric learning.

3. We proved that hyperbolic embedding spaces allow better embedding quality in us-
nupervised metric learning as well as they do in supervised metric learning

4. We displayed the viability of using unsupervised pretrained models instead of their
supervised counterparts.

5. We reaffirmed the potential of using transformers in supervised metric learning, and
displayed their potential when used in unsupervised metric learning.

6. We showed that despite their capabilities transformers can be unstable when trans-
fered between datasets achieving State of the Art recall values in CUB200-2011
while performing very poorly in CARS196 and relatively bad in SOP.

Regarding our future work the goal is to find more efficient ways to combine Dino loss
with relaxed contrastive loss as well as finding clever ways to better utilize the different
views created by the augmentations. Additionaly, we would wish to use supervised meth-
ods for pretraining in order to compare the results of training using unsupervised versus
supervised pretraining methods. In conclusion we would like to use bninception instead
of Vit transformer as our backbone architecture in order to be able to conduct immediate
comparisons with the State of the Art methods.
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6. APPENDIX

Next we are going to present the attention maps produced from our experiments and a
series of experiments we conducted combining self supervised learning and distillation
methods which did not fit it the main chapters of our thesis. It is important to mention that
these are not the only experiments which we conducted in self supervised learning.

6.1 Attention Maps

Figure 23: CUB200-2011 attention maps.

We observe that the attention maps which have been produced from the CUB200-2011
dataset have the best overall quality, with them reminding of segmentation maps. Espe-
cially in the second case the goose’s beak is segmented very clearly. The goose’s body is
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also segmented very well. The first attention head attends the head the second the body
the third the beak and the forth attends the head. The fifth attends to the whole image and
the sixth attends and efficiently segments the whole body.

The attention maps of the CARS196 and the SOP dataset display significantly worse re-
sults than the CUB200-2011 dataset which can be expected considering the worse overall
metrics of the models. In the case of CARS196 images the attention maps are segmented
in a better way than the ones from SOP dataset. This has to do mostly with what the
images display. The CARS196 images display a whole car, which is relatively easily
segmentable while the SOP images display parts of bicycles which are relatively hard to
seperate from the background.

6.2 Self Supervised learning Experiments

Next we will be displaying the experiments in self supervised learning.

6.2.1 Dataset

The dataset that was chosen in order to conduct the experiments is Cifar 10. The Cifar 10
images were collected by Alex Krizhevsky, Vinor Nair and Geofrey Hinton. This dataset
was first introduced in [22] and was used to train a classifier on the top of Restricted
Boltzman Machines (RBMs) [72], and Deep Belief Networks (DBNs). This dataset consists
of 60000 images of 32x32x3 size. This dataset has 10 classes and it is divided in to
training and testing data. Training data consist of 50000 images (5000 images per class)
and Testing data consist of 10000 images (1000 images per class). This dataset was
chosen for its relatively small size its adequate representation of all ten classes as well as
its use in some recent self supervised learning papers [ [19], [45]]
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Figure 24: Images of Cifar 10.
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6.2.2 Methodology

In this section we will briefly explain the methodology used for the self supervised learning
experiments. The idea of our method was to compare the quality of features extracted
by a network using rotnet to the quality of features extracted by using rotnet along with
knowledge distillation. Therefore 2 different experiments will be presented:

1. The reproduction of the [19] experiments by swapping NIN architecture with Resnet
18 architecture and the Lr scheduler from multistep learning rate to Reduce on
Plateau. More specifically every image is rotated 90, 180 and 270 and along with
the original they are used as input of the neural network. The network consists of
four convolutional layers for feature extraction and one linear layer which classifies
each image to its respective rotation. Therefore the network’s output is the rotation
of every image. .

2. The combination of the aforementioned technique with online mutual learning of 2
networks. Two models are trained using the rotnet methodology while simultane-
ously distilling their knowledge to one another (online distillation). The hyperparam-
eter tuning remains the same with and without distillation.

It is important to mention that like any method of self supervised learning we will evaluate
the experiments after the training phase on a downstream task instead of the pretext tasks.
This is important as better performance in the pretext task does not always imply better
performance in the downstream task at hand. The network is either evaluated using a
simple linear classifier trained on top of the features or using a convolutional classifier
which tunes the images to the new task before classification. In the next table we will
present the elements of the linear and the convolutional classifier:

Table 19: Presentation of the linear, convolutional classifier.

Convolutional Classifier | Linear Classifier
Convolutional Block1(numb feat, 192, 3) Linear Layer(numb feat,200)
Convolutional Block2(192, 192, 1) Batch Normalization
Convolutional Block3(192, 192, 1) Linear Layer(200, 200)
Global Average Pooling Batch Normalization
Linear Layer(192, 10) Linear Layer(200, 10)

The next array displays the hyperparameters of the experiments:

Table 20: Hyperparameters.

| Lr | Momentum | Weight Decay | Nesterov | Scheduler |
Pretext Task 0.1 0.9 5e-4 True Reduce on Plateau | 150
Convolutional Classifier | 0.1 0.9 5e-4 True Multiple Step Lr 30
Linear Classifier 0.1 0.9 5e-4 True Multiple Step Lr 30

6.2.3 Experiments
Next we are going to display the diagrams of our experiments:
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Table 21: Hyperparameters.

| Layer 1 | Layer 2 | Layer 3 | Layer 4 | Layer 5

Paper Convolutional | 85.0 89.8 86.8 74.5 50.4
Rotnet Convolutional | 65.3 87.9 93.3 93.2 -

Rotnet Linear 62.8 86.9 92.7 92.7 -
DML Convolutional 64.8 86.2 93.3 93.2 -
DML Linear 68.3 86.9 92.6 92.7 -

We observe that the architecture of paper displays a different behaviour than Resnet ar-
chitecture. More specifically we observe that the features from the first layer achieve the
worst accuracies, the features from the second layer achieve relatively better accuracy and
the features of the third achieve the best overall accuracies. Similar behaviour is observed
for the experiments of Rotnet with distillation. This behaviour differs significantly from the
one we observe in the original rotnet where the features of the second layer achieve the
best accuracies and the features of the third and the forth layer achieve significantly worse
metrics.

finally we include a confusion matrix with the results of the third rotnet layer.

Categories | airplane | automobile | bird ‘ cat | deer | dog ‘ frog | horse ‘ ship | truck ‘ sum | PA
airplane $37.0 3.0 18.0 6.0 1.0 2.0 5.0 4.0 20.0 8.0 1004.0 0.93
automobile 3.0 960.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 1.0 2.0 0.0 6.0 19.0 $93.0 0.97
bird 14.0 0.0 853.0 17.0 11.0 11.0 16.0 7.0 2.0 0.0 $76.0 0.92
cat 9.0 2.0 19.0 846.0 13.0 73.0 20.0 7.0 3.0 3.0 $95.0 0.85
deer 5.0 1.0 26.0 24.0 945.0 15.0 6.0 18.0 1.0 1.0 1042.0 0.91
dog 2.0 0.0 20.0 84.0 11.0 886.0 4.0 26.0 1.0 0.0 1034.0 0.86
frog 3.0 0.0 16.0 10.0 6.0 3.0 $45.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 $84.0 0.96
horse 1.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 11.0 8.0 0.0 935.0 0.0 0.0 $60.0 0.97
ship 17.0 6.0 2.0 3.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 $55.0 6.0 $96.0 0.96
truck 9.0 8.0 1.0 3.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 8.0 963.0 1016.0 0.95
surm 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 1000.0 kappa: 0.92
UA 0.94 0.986 0.8 0.85 0.94 0.89 0.94 0.94 0.986 0.96 0A: 0.93

Figure 26: Confusion Matrix.

Analyzing the confusion matrix we observe that comission errors are in almost every case
less than 10%. Two distinctive outliers are cat and dog categories. More specifically the
cat category presents comission error 15% and dog category presents comission error
11%. This is interesting considering the fact that cats and dogs are 2 animals which look
quite similar unlike the other objects in the dataset. Similar tendencies are observed with
the omission error of the cat been 15% and the comission error been 14%.
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It is observed that out of 1000 cats 84 are classified by mistake as dogs. Similarly out
of 1000 dogs 73 are classified as dogs. Therefore the two categories seem to be easily
confused.
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ABBREVIATIONS - ACRONYMS

GPU

Graphical Processing Unit

ILSVRC

ImageNet Large Scale Visual Recognition Challenge

RelLU

Rectified Linear Unit

CNN

Convolutional Neural Networks

MLP

Multi-layer Perceptron
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